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Some health functions can be provided more efficiently on a regional rather than national 
basis across the Pacific community. This is especially true for small island Pacific countries 
that lack manpower and resources. In our paper, we use criteria derived from an updated 
definition of ‘public good’ to examine health-related functions that could be conducted at a 
regional level. We evaluate the benefit to national and regional health outcomes from 
adopting such a distinction. For example, many small island countries lack a system for 
disease surveillance and health-related research. Benefits from improved surveillance and 
research into Pacific-related health problems can be available to all countries and the use of 
these benefits by one would not reduce their availability for others. In order to fully satisfy 
the criteria for a true public good, financing arrangements should ensure that the benefits 
are shared freely.  
 
For the identified public goods, we examine potential systems of provision, especially 
decisions on financing, location, and management of the related functions. Initially, 
development partners may need to support provision, before a regionally based, 
cooperative and co-funded arrangement can emerge. It will be important to focus on goods 
that are highest priority across a wide range of countries. While development partner 
support for health in the region is substantial, it could be targeted better and more 
efficiently in addressing contributing causes of poor health outcomes. One example is the 
funding allocated to HIV in a region with low prevalence compared to funding allocated to 
NCDs. 
 
We conclude our paper with a roadmap towards institutionalizing a minimum set of 
regional public health goods of highest priority, and identify key next steps for various 
stakeholders. The roadmap identifies potential financing needs, and recommends 
management structures suitable for the regional functions. Key gaps in data and research 
needs are identified.  
  
  
  
 


