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Developing countries’ external assistance needs and options are being transformed as a 
result of rapid economic, social and environmental developments at the global level. As 
a consequence, development assistance providers will need to adapt their policies and 
practices to ensure that they are fit for purpose in the future.  
 
In order to identify the highest priorities for organisational reform that development 
assistance providers need to address, it is essential to take into account the perspectives 
of partner countries themselves. This presentation reports on the findings of a survey 
(commissioned by the OECD Development Co-operation Directorate) of 40 partner 
country governments on their changing needs and expectations of development 
assistance providers. 
 
We begin with an overview of other recent research efforts to obtain the views of 
developing countries on their development challenges and on the performance of aid 
agencies. We then present key findings of the survey, with a focus on four main areas: 
(i) attributes of aid agencies considered most important by partner countries; (ii) 
funding modalities considered most important; (iii) perceptions about the comparative 
advantage of OECD DAC (Development Assistance Committee) providers compared to 
multilateral and non-DAC bilateral providers; and (iv) views about the current 
performance of these three provider groups. 
 
The survey highlights first that partner countries place high value on alignment, 
predictability and responsiveness, but place lower emphasis on some other qualities 
prominent in the international development effectiveness agenda. Second, partner 
countries expect general and sector budget support to be the most important modalities 
for future assistance, but project-based assistance retains significant support. Third, 
demand for DAC development assistance – particularly for sector investment programs, 
public policy development and the leveraging of private flows - will remain strong in the 
medium term, but partner countries are actively diversifying providers. Finally, DAC 
providers are valued for their transparency, in-country presence, public policy expertise 
and track record of cooperation. However, partner countries want them to improve 
funding predictability, reduce program fragmentation and earmarking, decentralize 
authority to the field, and use and build local capacity. 


