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Introduction 
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How do Intermediaries Shape Rule of 

Law Development Assistance?  

• Rule of law development assistance  

– a mediated process 

• Non-transparent  

The process of translating rule of law 

ideas 

–Can lead to appropriation and repurposing 

Trace the actors, their processes and 

how rule of law morphs  
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Law and Justice Assistance Delivered 

Effectively? 
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• Rule of Law Assistance 

A heavy state building apparatus  

 

– Without robust evidence 

 of success 
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Intermediaries  

 

• Development (Bierschenk et al. 2002) 

 

• Transmitters of global norms (Halliday and 

Carruthers 2009, Merry 2006) 



Intermediaries  
 

• Rottenburg’s idea of “travelling models” 

(2009, 2014) 
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What’s Missing? 
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What’s Missing? 

Understanding how rule of law is developed 

requires insight into 

 

• How intermediary roles are created 

– Why actors seek them out 

– How they smooth or clog up development 

Translation Processes 
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Myanmar’s Transition 
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Myanmar’s Transition 
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Myanmar’s Transition 
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Observations from Myanmar 

 

• Economic, normative and  

political reasons 

• Links in the Aid Chain 

 

– ”Picked-up” 

– Created 

– Experience from “the outside” 

 

 

12 



Observations from Myanmar 
 

• Infuse messages with their own values 

 

“I feel like I am helping the process. It is good to 

put some of your own values in the translation.”  

 

“I want them to know what this all really means- 

I am like a bridge. I give many options for 

interpretation.” 
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Observations from Myanmar 

 

• Connect to the “other” side  

 

• Influence the direction of aid flows 

and project allocation 

 

“We are basically only doing this project so 

that we can keep him.” 
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Observations from Myanmar 

“Trapped” and under-stimulated  

– No good understanding of the activities 

intermediaries are juggling 

• Political aspirations 
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Implications for Practice? 
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