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Key concepts

Complex Adaptive Systems:Buckley, 1968;Holland, 1992;Holling, 2002, Neely, 2015; 

Taylor, 2016; Movono & Becken, 2017) 

Á Roots in ecology and natural sciences views entities as social and 
ecological systems

Á Conceptualizes communities as having unique sets of interrelated 
components

Á Characterized by panarchy

Social Capital Theory:Bourdieu, 1987; Coleman, 1988; Putnam, 1995; Adler & Kwon, 

2002; Kwon et al, 2013; Mura & Tavakoli, 2014; Movono & Dahles, 2017.

ÁConsiders that capital exists in various forms

ÁConsiders social capital as a means to attain livelihoods 

ÁSocial capital networks depend on the scope of network connections

ÁSocial capital as a means to develop



Methods
Methods: Ethnographic post-modernist approach

Specifically bundled to suit the highly embedded indigenous Fijian context

ÁImmersion/relationship-trust building

ÁComplete participant observation (fieldwork)

ÁLiving as a villager

ÁConversational interviews or talanoa conducted at various levels ςallowed for 
extraction of historical data

ÁResearcher administered survey questionnaires as a mean to gather demographic 
data.

Central paradigm: 

The Fiji Vanua Research Framework (FVRF) (Nabobo-Baba, 2008) 

Á!ƴ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀƭƛȊŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ άŘŜŎƻƭƻƴƛȊŜέ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 

ÁEncourages indigenous research by indigenous peoples in indigenous communities 

ÁBased on interpretive social sciences, qualitative methods, in particular 
ethnography.

ÁAllows access to rich historical data



Findings: Indigenous Fijian Systems

Indigenous Fijian communities:

Á Have a unique set of embedded elements connecting people to nature 
and each other through traditional knowledge, customs, livelihoods 
activities, and observance of specific cultural values (Movono, 2017). 

Á Customary livelihoods practice, traditional knowledge and totemic 
associations govern the activities and interactions between indigenous 
Fijians and nature, and which are entrenched within indigenous Fijian 
notions of time and place. 

Á Solesolevaki, reciprocity and communalism features prominently in 
social relations and is considered culturally as a primary source of 
wealth

Á Social capital, community & kinship relations are therefore is essential 
for development, fulfilling cultural obligations and determine the 
structure and strength of a community over time



Pre-tourism setting 1940s-1970s


