
“I think we’ve become very disconnected from the natural world. 

Many of us are guilty of an egocentric world view, and we believe that 
we’re the centre of the universe. 

We go into the natural world and we plunder it for its resources. 

We feel entitled to artificially inseminate a cow and steal her baby, even 
though her cries of anguish are unmistakeable. Then we take her milk 
that’s intended for her calf and we put it in our coffee and our cereal.”



Human health as a ‘hook’

“Health also makes the need for action more personal. 


There are compelling human stories about the loss of lives and 
livelihoods from environmental change for engaging policy makers. 


This isn’t an abstract environmental issue: it’s affecting real people in 
our local communities.”


Anthony Capon

Director, Monash Sustainable Development Institute, Monash University

The Conversation, February 12, 2020



 ….near-term goal of strengthening human and animal public health systems…..

long-term gains in animal production and environmental management, 

ultimately improving overall health of the planet and the lives, livelihoods, and well-
being of people. 
Operational Framework for Strengthening Human, Animal, and Environmental Public Health Systems at their Interface. 

World Bank, 2018.



….more than a that?

“Human beings are an integral part of the biosphere, with an important role in 

protecting one another and other forms of life, in particular animals.”


Universal Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights, UNESCO 2005


“Planetary health is an attitude towards life and a philosophy for living. It 
emphasizes people, not diseases, and equity, not the creation of unjust 
societies. We seek to minimize differences in health according to wealth, 
education, gender, and place”


Horton R Beaglehole R Bonita R Raeburn J McKee M Wall S. From public to planetary 
health: a manifesto. Lancet. 2014; 383: 847
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“…  attain 
optimal health 
for people, 
animals and our 
environment”  

One Health Initiative Task 
Force, The American 
Veterinary Medical 
Association, 2008
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The Conversation, February 7, 2020

One Health (just) for people



One Health welfare for multiple species 

(equality? justice?)

Manhattan Principles, One World, One Health, 2004


# 7


• Reduce the demand for and better regulate the international live wildlife and bushmeat 

trade not only to protect wildlife populations but to lessen the risks of disease movement, 

cross-species transmission, and the development of novel pathogen-host relationships


# 8 


• Restrict the mass culling of free-ranging wildlife species for disease control to situations 

where there is a multidisciplinary, international scientific consensus that a wildlife 

population poses an urgent, significant threat to human health, food security, or wildlife 

health more broadly



Key messages

•  A range of ways to 'operationalise' One Health - thus, the extent to 

which non-human health outcomes are incorporated into project 

designs and implementation varies


• Need new ways of explicitly assessing costs and benefits for humans, 

animals and the environment, the trade-offs involved and the costs of 

gains in human health to non-human health


• Further development of OH is contingent on the 'approach' remaining 

open to including new perspectives 


