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Structure of presentation

 Introduction;

 Overview of available data and its limitations;

 Overview of visitor arrivals in PNG;

 Arrivals by source country;

 Arrivals for employment purposes and work 

permits issued to foreign workers;

 Occupations of foreign workers;

 Summary and discussion. 



Introduction

CONTEXT

 PNG’s booming extractives and construction industries have 
increased labour demand that cannot be met locally;

 Strong link between growing economy and increasing number of 
arrivals (especially for employment and short-term business).

AIMS

 Summarising data on international arrivals 
in PNG with a particular focus on arrivals for 
employment and business;

 Comparing arrivals data with work permit data;

 Showing recent trends in regards to source countries and 
occupations in which foreign workers are employed. 



Overview of available data

 Analysis of Arrival (and Departure) Card data (2000 to 

2013), released by NSO;

 Analysis of Issued Work Permits per year (several years 

between 2000 and 2014), by DLIR. 



Arrival 

cards



Shortcomings of Arrival Card data

 Some missing data;

 Data entry errors;

 Shortcomings related to the data collected in the cards;

 Inconsistency in filling out the cards;

 Possibly incomplete data collection. 



Total number of arrivals in PNG (returning 

residents and visitors), 1996 to 2013



Visitor arrival numbers by continent, 

1999 to 2013 31.6%

Asia: 53,000 visitors (32%)

Australia: 81,000 visitors (48%)



Number of visitor arrivals from Asian 

countries, 2013 



Reasons for visitors arriving in PNG, 

1996 to 2013 (absolute numbers)



Number of Australian and Filipino 

arrivals by reason of visit, 2013



Length of stay of visitors from Australia 

and Philippines, 2012
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Comparison of the number of visitor arrivals 

for employment and work permits issued



Number of work permits issued for 

PNG, 2000 to 2014



Work permits for PNG issued by country, 

various years 2000 to 2014

2000 2005 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Australia 1,622     1,319     3,111       2,830       3,203       3,063       2,906       

Bangladesh 9             38          112          650          928          617          338          

China 532        577        2,302       1,927       3,009       2,464       3,145       

Germany 106        61          94            55            62            97            58            

India 178        206        427          747          650          782          788          

Indonesia 177        294        662          1,333       1,899       1,507       1,505       

Malaysia 639        709        1,773       1,649       1,656       1,762       1,512       

New Zealand 265        195        549          592          695          643          604          

Philippines 886        1,224     3,162       6,855       8,538       8,921       4,544       

Thailand 13          23          144          433          1,073       832          62            

UK 133        145        374          402          444          402          313          

US 212        395        722          665          614          928          447          

Total 5,313     5,881     14,901    20,242    25,047    24,495    18,100    



Number of active work permits by 

country of origin, May 2015



Industry of work permit holders, May 

2015



Occupational categories of visitors 

arriving for employment
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Occupational categories of visitors 

arriving for business
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% increase of major occupational 

categories among visitors, 2000 to 2012



Occupations of work permit holders, 

May 2015



Summary and discussion

 Employment and business are major reasons for 
visiting PNG; 

 Some striking differences between work permit 
and arrivals data;

 Importance to look at different data sets;

 Australians continue to dominate overall arrivals 
in PNG but not the stock of foreign work permit 
holders. 


