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Research Background

Awareness raising messages may actually backfire by adding to the 
belief that corruption is normal. 

Some suggest anti-corruption messages are fueling greater acceptance 
of corruption.

- eg: research findings from Jakarta

Approach: An experiment examining responses to different anti-
corruption messages from citizens in Port Moresby. Follow up from a 
similar experiment conducted in Jakarta, Indonesia by Caryn Peiffer. 



Fieldwork

• English/Tok Pisin Questionnaire piloted in January 2017
• Changes made to research instrument

• Research in February 2017

• Interviewed 1,520 respondents across Port Moresby
• Sites of research purposively selected in each of Port Moresby’s 

three electorates

• Respondents selected to ensure representation of 
gender/ages.

• Anti-corruption messages randomly assigned to individual 
respondents



Respondents
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Age distribution
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Education
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Monthly income distribution (kina)
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Research framing: five groups, four messages



Group 1: Corruption is Widespread

Corruption in Papua New Guinea is considered to be widespread throughout 
society, the private sector and across all public services and agencies. In a 
recent survey, 99 % of respondents in PNG said that in PNG corruption is a 
very big or big problem. 90% said that corruption had gotten worse over the 
past decade. In the same survey almost half of the respondents said they 
paid a bribe for a service they were entitled to. Many elites have been 
involved in corruption. In 2014 and 2015 the ex-government Minister, and 
member for Pomio, Paul Tiensten, was sentenced to a total of 12 years 
imprisonment for corruption-related offences. The short-lived anti-
corruption agency, Investigation Taskforce Sweep, registered more than 350 
cases of corruption since 2011, this included MPs, businessmen and public 
servants. It seems that corruption infects most if not all sectors of PNG’s 
society, private sector and government. 





Group 2: Religious

Corruption in Papua New Guinea is considered to be widespread throughout 
society, the private sector and across all public services and agencies. In a recent 
survey, 99% of respondents in PNG said that in PNG corruption is a very big or big 
problem. 90% said that corruption had gotten worse over the past decade. 

The churches in PNG have taken a strong stand against corruption. For example, 
the Catholic Bishop’s conference recently declared that “People suffer at the hands 
of those who misuse power for their selfish needs”. Anglican Bishops have called for 
“responsible honesty” in the fight against corruption; similarly, a United Church 
bishop has called for the end of administrative corruption. Many different 
denominations have banded together to defeat attacks on anti-corruption 
institutions through the Community Coalition Against Corruption. Corruption is 
against the word of God; it is against the principals set out in the bible. As a 
Christian country, and in line with our strong cultural traditions, we all have a 
moral obligation to fight corruption whenever we come across it, no matter if it 
involves our friends or wantoks. We need more genuine Christians in PNG to stand 
up against corruption whenever they are able. 





Group 3: Legal 

Corruption in Papua New Guinea is considered to be widespread throughout 
society, the private sector and across all public services and agencies. In a 
recent survey, 99 % of respondents in PNG said that in PNG corruption is a 
very big or big problem. 90% said that corruption had gotten worse over the 
past decade. 
There are now many laws in PNG that show that corruption is clearly 
illegal. Those in positions of power and PNG citizens are bound to obey these 
laws against corruption. In doing so we honour PNG’s Founding Fathers who 
believed that all Papua New Guineans should fight corruption. 
Corruption undermines PNG’s constitution and the rule of law. Illegal 
corruption is harmful to all of our fellow Papua New Guinean citizens. Given 
this, individuals have a legal and patriotic obligation to fight corruption 
whenever we come across it, no matter if it involves our friends or wantoks. 
As a citizen of PNG, it is your civic duty to fight corruption. The fight against 
corruption is a fight for our beloved country. 





Group 4: Wantoks

Corruption in Papua New Guinea is considered to be widespread throughout 
society, the private sector and across all public services and agencies. In a 
recent survey, 99 % of respondents in PNG said that in PNG corruption is a 
very big or big problem. 90% said that corruption had gotten worse over the 
past decade. 

We live in a land that has a diverse array of cultures and tribes. We need to 
do what is right by the laws and rules of our own communities, before 
addressing issues that impact the nation as a whole. Corruption is a 
national issue, but it impacts on our own wantoks and families first and 
foremost. We must come together with our wantoks to fight corruption 
because our own communities are the first to suffer from it. The fight against 
corruption must focus on small-scale communal efforts against the 
problem. With many communities we need many different responses to the 
problem of corruption. 





Group 5: Control Group



Research questions (dependent variables)

Types of questions

1. Perceptions about corruption and anti-corruption efforts in Papua 
New Guinea
• Eg: How effective do you think your government’s actions are in the fight 

against corruption? 
• Extent of corruption among public servants.

2. Interest in reporting and resisting corruption
• Eg There is no point in reporting corruption because nothing useful will be 

done about it. 

3. Perceptions about politics and government
• Eg: How much interest would you say you have in politics? 



Q: Which message most shaped perceptions 
about corruption/anti-corruption?



A: It depends

Variable Treatment Impact

How effective do you think your government’s actions are
in the fight against corruption?

Widespread Negative

Corruption common among public servants Wantok Positive

Corruption has increased over past two years Widespread Positive

Most people I know have paid a bribe Legal Positive

Hard to get things done if you don't pay a bribe Wantok Positive

It is not corrupt if everyone does it Widespread Positive



Q: Which message most shaped perceptions 
about politics and government?



A: Legal

Variable Treatment Impact

How much interest would you say you have 
in politics? Legal Negative

How much do you trust the government? Legal Negative



Q: Which message is likely to improve 
willingness to report? 



A: Wantok (and watch out for Widespread)

Variable Treatment Impact

No point in reporting corruption because nothing useful 
will be done about it Wantok Negative

I would report corruption to the authorities because it is 
the morally right thing to do. Wantok Positive

I would report a case of corruption even if I would have 
to spend a day in court to give evidence. Wantok Positive

Ordinary people can make a difference in the fight 
against corruption Widespread Negative



Even more benefits to the Wantok message!

Variable Treatment Impact

How worried are you that grand corruption is harming 
development in PNG? Wantok Positive

How worried are you that petty corruption is harming 
development in PNG? Wantok Positive

A good citizen of PNG will always choose to fight corruption, 
even if it involves their friends or wantoks Wantok Positive



(Preliminary) Conclusions

Early days in our analysis, but here are some emerging findings:

• To encourage Papua New Guineans to report tell them about how 
corruption impacts their Wantoks

• Messages about how widespread corruption is may be undermining 
citizens’ willingness to resist/report

• Similarly, messages about the illegality of corruption may be 
undermining people’s trust in politics and government
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