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0.5 is the new 0.7 for Labor
by Ashlee Betteridge

28 May 2015

The Australian Labor Party (ALP) is currently consulting on its next National
Platform, and the draft platform [pdf], while obviously still open to change, provides
us some insights on the ALP’s possible stance on aid in the lead up to the next
election.

The draft platform (skip to page 209 to find the aid part) says that Labor “believes
the fundamental purpose of Australian aid is to reduce inequality and help people lift
themselves out of poverty” and that “[w]e will focus our effort on addressing the
intractable problems facing developing countries that require global leadership and
action and in areas where Australian resources can most effectively and efficiently
be deployed to make a difference”.

There is a statement of support for the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), a
commitment to education, governance and gender empowerment, a call to rebuild
the expertise in the aid program (something Tanya Plibersek has said before—a
standalone aid agency continues to look unlikely) and “appropriate attention” for
food security, water and sanitation, climate change and disability-inclusive
development.

The Pacific Partnerships for Development, which were signed under Labor (the
current government is moving towards aid investment plans), also get a positive
mention.

Perhaps most interestingly, the draft hints at the potential new volume
commitment… not that it is a particularly firm one.

“Labor is committed to growing the Australian aid program and
increasing Official Development Assistance to internationally
accepted levels. We believe Australia should do its fair share
internationally, and work with the international community to
achieve the longstanding funding targets which are reiterated by
the SDGs. Labor will, over time, achieve a funding target for the
aid program of at least 0.5 per cent of Gross National Income.”

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/australianlaborparty/pages/2403/attachments/original/1430796114/2015_Consultation_Draft_Labor_National_Platform_1_.pdf
https://devpolicy.org/in-brief/labor-promises-to-make-aid-volume-commitment-20150306/
http://dfat.gov.au/geo/pacific/development-assistance/partnerships/Pages/default.aspx
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It’s worth noting that the current Labor National Platform [pdf] mentioned the now-
mythical 0.7 per cent target.

“Labor is committed to increasing Overseas Development
Assistance to 0.5 per cent of Gross National Income by 2015.
This would bring Australia to the OECD average for the relative
size of our aid program. Beyond 2015–16, as economic and fiscal
conditions permit, Labor has an aspirational goal of raising aid to
0.7 per cent of GNI. This is a long-standing policy adopted by
Australian governments since 1970.”

Labor is accepting submissions on the platform until 29 May.

Author/s:

Ashlee Betteridge
Ashlee Betteridge was the Manager of the Development Policy Centre until April 2021. She
was previously a Research Officer at the centre from 2013-2017. A former journalist, she holds
a Master of Public Policy (Development Policy) from ANU and has development experience in
Indonesia and Timor-Leste. She now has her own consultancy, Better Things Consulting, and
works across several large projects with managing contractors.

Link: https://devpolicy.org/0-5-is-the-new-0-7-for-labor-20150528/

http://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/australianlaborparty/pages/121/attachments/original/1365135867/Labor_National_Platform.pdf?1365135867
http://www.alp.org.au/npf
https://devpolicy.org/0-5-is-the-new-0-7-for-labor-20150528/

