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There is a growing disconnect between what traditional donors say about their aid and 
what they do with it. The notion of aid as a transfer to poor countries in support of 
national development strategies is at the centre of the canonical donor concept of aid 
effectiveness. Yet analysis suggests that donors are increasing their reliance on aid for 
the provision of a variety of global public goods including, most notably and recently, 
climate change mitigation. For several reasons, both moral and practical, this trend is 
unlikely to go unremarked for much longer. Its continuation will require a substantial 
reconsideration of the rationale for aid and the role and financing of multilateral 
development institutions. 
 


