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Tertiary scholarships for individuals from developing countries comprise a large part of
the Australian aid program. The number of new scholarships offered each year has
increased to over 2000 in 2010 and is projected to be 4000 in 2014. Approximately
$350 million will be spent on scholarships in 2012-13 representing 7% of total official
development assistance. Prior to the recent cuts, Australia’s Comprehensive Aid Policy
Framework stated that at least 17,000 people will be awarded scholarships between
2012 and 2016 at a total cost of $1.7 billion.

A considerable part of the Australian engagement in Africa is scholarships allowing
African students to study in Australia. In 2011, Australia offered 226 masters level
awards to African students as part of a total scholarship package that reached 1000
places in 2012. With this increase, scholarships now represent the largest component
of the Africa aid program, amounting to $400 million over five years. Despite this,
Australia’s Africa scholarship program has never been properly evaluated.

We conducted a quantitative survey of Australian masters’ level scholarship graduates
from 2000 to 2009 from the eleven African countries that received the most
scholarships. The survey examined re-integration, development impact, family
considerations and contact with Australians. Analysis focused on questions of gender,
differing models of scholar selection, early graduates versus more recent graduates, and
field of study. While most tracer studies attempt to draw a tenuous causal link between
scholarships and development impact, we assessed such issues from a variety of angles
to develop a more robust picture. Results will be presented along with implications for
the future of the African scholarship program.



