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With the establishment of the India Development Initiative in 2003 to channel
development cooperation assistance to African and other developing countries, the
Indian Lines of Credit (LOCs) has been continuously growing in its size and scope and
became an integral part of Indian development cooperation programme.

The Concessional LOCs worth $ 5.4 billion and $ 5 billion announced in 2008 and in
2011 subsequently, has triggered a debate domestically and internationally about this
growing size of Indian development cooperation. Therefore there is a call to make it
more transparent both from domestic as well as international actors. So the question
arises as how transparent Indian EXIM LOCs are and why.

To answer this question, the paper attempts to assess the transparency of Indian LOCs
by first locating the external aid transparency habitat and then assessing the
transparency of Indian LOCs individually and then comparing it with its peers by
drawing on the indicators of aid transparency index.



