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Neglected diseases such as HIV/AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis (TB) and sleeping sickness
kill six million people each year. These diseases affect the world’s poorest populations,
for whom the private sector does not have a commercial incentive to develop new
diagnostics, medicines or vaccines. There is still no HIV or malaria vaccine, and our TB
test dates back to 1882 and only detects 45-60% of active TB cases. In the absence of a
commercial market, government investment into research and development (R&D) is
critical, driving the development of new and improved tools that will save lives. In 2012,
$3.2 billion USD was invested in R&D, with $192 million USD from aid agencies - a
smart investment.

Investing in new and better tools is an effective use of Australia’s aid budget. Australia
currently has an estimated health aid budget of $785 million AUD. This funding is used
to diagnose and treat neglected diseases with ineffective tests and medicines. In 2013,
Australia’s aid budget funded neglected disease drug, vaccine and diagnostic
development for the first time - but this was only a $10 million AUD contribution. For a
relatively small contribution, this investment has great potential for health impact and
helped progress 71 drug, 14 vaccine and 19 diagnostic projects.

Effective investment in neglected disease R&D is characterised by balanced funding for
blue-skies basic research and downstream product development, so that breakthroughs
in the laboratory can be translated into life-saving products. Australia can improve
overall investment patterns to increase aid effectiveness and put saving lives back on
track.

This presentation draws on seven years of G-FINDER data that maps key trends in
international and Australian global health R&D investments. The annual G-FINDER
survey, funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, and conducted by Policy Cures,
collects primary funding data from over 200 organisations worldwide.



