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This paper examines support for aid amongst the Australian public. It draws on three new datasets —
two based on surveyed support for government aid (ODA), and one based on actual private
donations to non-governmental aid organisations (NGOs). In the paper these data are combined
with census information and election results to isolate factors associated with differing levels of
support for aid. Our analysis shows that parts of Australia where surveyed support for ODA are
highest are also, on average, the parts of the countries which have the highest proportion of the
population who give to NGOs. Beyond this our findings also show a range of socio-economic and
political traits to be clearly correlated with support for government ODA and NGO donations.
Combination of the datasets enables us to differentiate between results which are clearly robust and
others which need to be confirmed with further research.



