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Solomon Islands, Vanuatu and Tuvalu prioritize public spending on education overall.
With limited domestic higher education provision, a major priority within the education
budget is overseas tertiary scholarships, often matching or even exceeding the
proportion allocated to primary education. In all three countries, the overseas tertiary
scholarships budget is regularly over-spent and highly vulnerable to political pressures
beyond predictable budget processes. Overseas tertiary scholarships expenditures raise
equity and quality concerns as they come at a high unit cost, fund programs which do
not necessarily lead to jobs for graduates, and are likely to have pushed out other
expenditures on other education and training programs accessible to a broader segment
of the population. Addressing this challenge has major significance for ensuring limited
public resources in Pacific Island Countries are directed to the skills needed by broader
Pacific populations. This article proposes a comparative analysis of three country case
studies of tertiary scholarships, exploring the political and economic dimensions of the
public policy problem and emerging responses. The article also considers the role of
development partners in both the problem and solutions.



