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Over the past 15 to 20 years, transitional justice has gained considerable interest 
in the peacebuilding and development community. In addition, a growing 
convergence between the human rights, security and development communities 
has taken place on the need of dealing with the legacy of mass atrocities. The 
2011 World Development Report “Conflict, Security, Development” 
recommended that transitional justice be used as one of the ‘core program tools’ 
in the pursuit of breaking cycles of violence and enabling development in fragile 
and conflict-affected situations. This has reinvigorated calls for enhanced links 
between development cooperation and transitional justice initiatives. Despite 
the growing involvement of international actors in promoting and supporting 
transitional justice policies and mechanisms, especially in post-conflict societies, 
there is surprisingly little information available about development donors’ 
transitional justice programming and funding. This paper builds upon the 
findings of a desk study carried out to map bilateral and multilateral 
development assistance in the field of transitional justice. It provides a brief 
overview of recent trends in the field of transitional justice, in particular from a 
development donor’s perspective. The paper is complemented with some field 
observations from Cambodia to discuss the effects of donors’ preferences and 
policies on the ground. 
 


