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Over the last three decades Afghanistan and Tajikistan have increasingly been
incorporated into a regional conflict system. Borderlands became critical pivots
in this highly volatile transnational conflict system. On the one hand they became
‘neuralgia points’, as generators of instability and exporters of illicit goods
including drugs and arms, and on the other hand they have been zones of
innovation and accumulation leading to new forms of authority and development
on the margins of states. The Tajik-Afghan borderlands represent a particularly
interesting case study of a ‘drugs intensified’ borderland, in which an historically
marginal and autarchic zone has increasingly become incorporated into the
statebuilding projects of both states, and in many respects political and economic
processes in the hinterlands have played a defining role in shaping power and
authority at the putative centre. Based on longitudinal research in this remote
borderland region, the paper examines the role played by trading and political
networks that emerged in wartime, in reshaping post war political settlements
and relationships linking national capitals with the border regions and beyond.
Alongside these processes of actually existing development, have been a range of
development and counter narcotics interventions in the borderlands. The paper
explores how such programmes become entangled with and shape, often in
unintended ways, security, rent sharing arrangements and development
processes in the periphery.



