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Making aid more effective is a top priority for international development. Despite the 
growing interest in this area little is understood on how to end aid dependence. This 
paper examines why and how some countries graduated from aid dependence and 
economically performed better than others. In so doing, the paper studies pairwise 
comparisons between South Korea and Taiwan, the Philippines and Colombia, and 
Afghanistan and Iraq. These countries received significant amounts of United States 
military and economic aid at different periods. The paper in particular examines: What 
was the pattern for success to aid independence and prosperity in South Korea and 
Taiwan? How the Philippines and Colombia did establish pathways out of aid 
dependence and civil war? And, what steps did Afghanistan and Iraq take to establish 
pathways out of aid dependence and civil war? 

 


