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In the health systems of developing nations, the lack of understanding around organisations
which are providing health care is symptomatic of the absence of reliable data. The dearth
of robust research and academic data flowing from developing countries has resulted in
poorly conceptualised, porous dichotomies including the public/private health divide. Given
the renewed push to achieve Universal Health Care (UHC) by multilateral organisations,
specifically the World Health Organization (WHO) and World Bank, it is more important than
ever to understand the complexity that lies behind the ‘void’ between private and public
health provision.

Using a systemic review of the literature in the categories of public and private hospitals and
clinics in developing countries, this paper demonstrates the need for a more nuanced
understanding of this area of health systems in order to better capture the work of not-for-
profit, non-government hospitals and large clinics. The research spans both academic
literature sources and established grey literature sources.

With the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) being finalised to drive the post-2015
agenda and likely changes to the WHO in response to the growing complexity in health
service provision, this ‘invisible’ area of health care is becoming increasingly important.
Without an improved understanding of its place in health systems, any changes to the WHO
are unlikely to adequately address the needs of health systems in developing countries.



