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Much research has been invested into development effectiveness in the sphere of 
models, good and best practice, development alignment and coordination and so forth. 
However, comparatively little has been invested in the micro-level practice of the 
development practitioner. This paper builds on several years of the authors’ research in 
the Asia-Pacific region (and Africa) and argues that a core component of development 
effectiveness is the ‘practical wisdom’ of the development practitioner, with a 
significant focus on the ability not to so much change the world (as per development 
interventions and programmes), but change the self, through dialogical practices 
(facilitating co-motion as opposed to intervention).  The research has most recently 
been explicated in the book, co-authored with a colleague Gerard Dowling, called Theory 
and Practice of Dialogical Community Development (2013, Routledge) and numerous 
journal articles. Within this approach development effectiveness is enhanced through, 
amongst others: 
 

- Practices of dialogue (as informed by philosophers such as Martin Buber and 
H.G. Gadamer, educational theorist Paulo Freire and literary figure M. Bakhtin) 
and responsivity; 

- Understanding the dialectic relationship between ‘development theory’ and 
‘practical wisdom’, and; 

- Clear development practice frameworks and a good understanding of process-
method, structuring to sustain change processes, careful conflicting, and 
different kinds of analyses (expert/practitioner/people’s).  

 
The paper will explore the rationale for the research, some of the ideas above and the 
implications for development effectiveness. A case study, drawing on more than seven 
years of work within Vanuatu, will be used to ‘land some of the ideas on the ground’.  


