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The absorption of AusAID into DFAT has to date dominated discussion of Australia’s
integration of its diplomacy and its international development work. Almost no
public attention has been paid to the likely impact of integration on our
international relations. The implicit assumption appears to be that there is little to
discuss.

This paper argues that integration can have significant positive or negative impacts
on our diplomacy, as well as our international development efforts. A central
contention is that Australia’s unique international circumstances provide high
national interest returns from a professional, high-quality, international
development program.

A key measure of the success of integration is the extent to which it advances
Australia’s national interests. This paper looks at the potential national interest
impact of integration decisions taken to date. The paper concludes that the
integration record is mixed, but can be significantly strengthened. Furthermore, it
argues that it is in the national interest to do so. A number of specific measures are
proposed to this end.



