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Cambodia has received tremendous amount of aid in the past two decades. It provides
significant shares of the resources for the development of the country and many of the
government’s undertakings. Debates on the role of aid for Cambodia’s development
have always been an important part of the discussion on the future of Cambodia,
whether in the academic, political, economic or social development circles. But in no
time did the discussion gain traction as in recent years. For the last two decades,
Cambodia has achieved strong and sustained economic growth and seen improvements
on the many of the human development measurements. The government signaled
Cambodia is about to become a lower middle income country and aspires to be a high
income country by the mid-century. Many of the big development projects are being
financed by credits from non-traditional donors like China. And most importantly, aid
projects have been plagued by a string of mismanagement allegations and devastating
attacks that aid in the last two decades has rather worsened governance in Cambodia.
This has prompted questions on the existence of aid as a financing instrument at a time
when the landscape is changing and Cambodia looks forward to the year 2015 when the
country is integrated more economically into the ASEAN Economic Community. This
paper provides perspectives on many of these issues and on what should be on the
agenda for future development of Cambodia.



