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 MILLION 

Annual deaths from 
neglected diseases 

People affected globally 

 BILLION 

WHAT ARE NEGLECTED 
DISEASES? 



• No commercial incentive to 
invest in neglected disease R&D 
 

• Limited private sector 
involvement 
 

• Governments fill the gap 
 

NEGLECTED DISEASE R&D – 
A PUBLIC PROBLEM  



Current TB 
test from 

1882 

No vaccine 
for HIV or 
malaria 

WHY DO WE NEED R&D FOR 
NEGLECTED DISEASES?  



decrease in  
malaria mortality 

Since 2000 
 

new products 
 
 

products  
in pipeline 

VALUE FOR MONEY  



HIGH IMPACT INVESTMENT 
E.G.MULTI DRUG-RESISTANT TB   

Cost of treating MDR-TB 
$5,000  

Full course PaMZ 
$50-90 

14,000+ pills, daily 
injections for 6 months 

360 or fewer pills, no 
injections 

  

  



FINITE INVESTMENT 
E.G. MenAfriVac® 

 

1 vaccine developed 
Over 150 million people 

vaccinated 



• Annual survey of global 
neglected disease R&D 
funding 

 

• 34 neglected diseases & 

   138 product areas 

 

• Commissioned by the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation 

G-FINDER REPORT 



Governments 

67% 

Philanthropic 

21% 

Private  

12% 2007-2013 
$15bn invested 

 

GOVERNMENTS ARE THE 
LARGEST FUNDERS 



SCIENCE & 
TECHNOLOGY AGENCIES 

AID AGENCIES 

Basic research 

GOVERNMENT FUNDING  
STREAMS 

Product development 



AUSTRALIA’S ROLE IN NEGLECTED 
DISEASE R&D FUNDING 
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AusAID/DFAT Dept. Industry NHMRC

Medical Research  
Strategy 



2012 
$40m Medical Research Strategy  

including $10m to product development 

2014 
$30m committed 

 including $10m to product development 



2012  
$10m to TB &  

malaria product R&D  

AUSTRALIAN AID FUNDING 

2011-2015 
$200m to GAVI 



Reallocate 
funding for R&D 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
SMART AID INVESTMENT 

Continue investing  
in best in world 

product development 



THANK YOU 

dhalliday@policycures.org 

survey participants 


