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why do we care what the public thinks 
about aid? 

not a direct link but 
opinion provides 

parameters for aid 
actors’ actions  



so we are working to: 
gauge levels of support 
find out who supports 

find out what sort of aid supported 
learn sophistication & depth of support 

learn how support can be shifted by framing 
and wording  

 
just covering first two today 

 



data sources? 

demographic 
and economic 

traits 
(electorates) 

political traits 
(electorate 

results)  

ngo donations 

(electorate 
level) 

ANU Poll on ODA & political 
& econ and demog 

(individuals not electorates) 

(and different wording) 

vote compass 
question on 

ODA 

(electorates) 



pretty supportive of aid 
support aid? 

ANU Poll 2014 



somewhat less supportive of increases 
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increase aid? 

1-5 (5 v-supportive of increase); Vote Compass just 
before 2013 election 



there are significant differences 

for example, in support for increasing aid between electorates 
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what explains these differences? 

or, to put it another way, what type of Australians 
are more likely to support aid? 



focus on government aid (ODA) but… 

our data show a strong relationship between 
support for govt ODA and NGO donations 



some important science stuff 

multiple regressions – isolating effects of individual 
variables 



education! 



income, age, urbanisation  

no clear conclusions yet  



religion! 

but… 



politics - Greens  



politics - Labor  



politics - coalition  



Do Coalition voters approve of giving ODA?  
(ANU Poll)  



what next: 
find out what sort supported 

learn sophistication & depth of support 
learn how support can be shifted by framing 

and wording  


