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  Star<ng	
  from	
  the	
  margins…	
  

•  What	
  is	
  a	
  borderland	
  perspec<ve?	
  	
  	
  
•  Why	
  is	
  it	
  important?	
  
•  What	
  does	
  it	
  add	
  to	
  our	
  understanding	
  of	
  
violent	
  conflict,	
  statebuilding	
  and	
  
development?	
  

•  So	
  what?	
  What	
  are	
  the	
  implica<ons	
  for	
  policy	
  
and	
  policy	
  and	
  prac<ce?	
  



Beyond	
  ‘borderland	
  blindness’?	
  

•  Methodological	
  na<onalism	
  
•  State	
  to	
  state	
  rela<ons	
  –	
  caged	
  by	
  sovereignty	
  
•  Seeing	
  like	
  a	
  state	
  –	
  capital	
  city	
  biases	
  
•  Na<onal	
  sta<s<cs	
  
•  State	
  legibility	
  and	
  the	
  invisible/illicit	
  
•  Country	
  teams,	
  country	
  programmes	
  
•  Ins<tu<onal	
  incen<ves	
  and	
  disbursement	
  
pressures	
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Fron5ers	
  …	
  

…	
  and	
  borderlands	
  



A	
  compara5ve	
  framework	
  for	
  studying	
  conflict	
  and	
  development	
  in	
  borderlands 



Borderlands	
  and	
  fron5ers	
  as	
  a	
  
par5cularly	
  important	
  place	
  to	
  look	
  at:	
  

•  Statebuilding	
  and	
  governance	
  
•  Security	
  arrangements	
  
•  Peace	
  processes	
  and	
  seRlements	
  
•  Migra<on	
  
•  Legal	
  and	
  illegal	
  economic	
  flows	
  
•  Windfall	
  profits	
  and	
  rent	
  seeking	
  
•  Boom	
  towns	
  
•  …	
  



Today’s	
  panel	
  

Anxious	
  integra<on:	
  Development	
  in	
  Sri	
  Lanka’s	
  post-­‐war	
  
fron<er	
  (Bart)	
  

Drugs	
  and	
  development	
  in	
  the	
  Afghan-­‐Tajik	
  borderland	
  
(Jonathan)	
  

Understanding	
  conflict,	
  development	
  and	
  statebuilding:	
  
Fron<er	
  dynamics	
  in	
  Central	
  Sulawesi,	
  Indonesia	
  (Rachael)	
  

The	
  adverse	
  effects	
  of	
  counter-­‐narco<cs	
  (misconstrued	
  no<ons	
  of	
  
legality	
  and	
  pacifica<on	
  in	
  rela<on	
  to	
  borderlands)	
  

(Economic)	
  integra<on	
  does	
  not	
  necessarily	
  result	
  in	
  pacifica<on	
  of	
  the	
  
fron<er	
  (even	
  in	
  a	
  small	
  country	
  with	
  a	
  “strong”	
  state)	
  

Fron<er	
  is	
  not	
  the	
  deriva<ve	
  of	
  the	
  centre.	
  Regional	
  leaders	
  and	
  
understanding	
  sub-­‐na<onal	
  inequali<es	
  are	
  crucial.	
  Integra<on	
  can	
  
contribute	
  to	
  peacebuilding.	
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