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Starting from the margins...

What is a borderland perspective?
Why is it important?

What does it add to our understanding of
violent conflict, statebuilding and
development?

So what? What are the implications for policy
and policy and practice?



Beyond ‘borderland blindness’?

Methodological nationalism

State to state relations — caged by sovereignty
Seeing like a state — capital city biases
National statistics

State legibility and the invisible/illicit

Country teams, country programmes

Institutional incentives and disbursement
pressures
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A comparative framework for studying conflict and development in borderlands

Developed + integrated

US/Canada

(Ontario/Michigan)

- Integrated infrastructure, open but
regulated border;

- population density, agglomeration,
urbanisation/industrialisation;

- Open access order — open political and
economic competition

..............................................

Stable

:‘. - policed and militarized border

US/Mexico

Israel/Palestine

4 Developed borderland;

- urbanisation, industrialisation agglomeration;

- connectivity with metropolitan centres;

- high levels of social/criminal/political violence;

- weak/coercive social contract; high level of
inequality/asymmetries across the border;

- e

* - Cross border armed conflict;

- militarized border areas;

- low population density and semi feudal agrarian

structures;

- fragile limited access order, unstable and anti-
developmental political settlements;

- distant from metropolitan centres;

- limited state presence and services;

- high proportion of economic activity is mformal/

: illicit/illegal;
“._- legal pluralism

......................................................

Afghan/Tajik

Togo/Ghana

" - Cross border armed conflict;

[enjoljuoD

- militarized border areas;

- low population density,semi feudal agrarian
structures;

- fragile limited access order, unstable and anti-
developmental political settlements;

- distant from metropolitan centres; limited state
presence and services;

- hlgh proportlon of CCOIIOII].IC activity is mformal/

Pakistan/Afghan

(Baluchistan/Kandahar)

Underdeveloped + less integrated




Borderlands and frontiers as a
particularly important place to look at:

e Statebuilding and governance

e Security arrangements

* Peace processes and settlements
* Migration

* Legal and illegal economic flows
* Windfall profits and rent seeking
* Boom towns



Today’s panel

Drugs and development in the Afghan-Tajik borderland
(Jonathan)

The adverse effects of counter-narcotics (misconstrued notions of
legality and pacification in relation to borderlands)

Anxious integration: Development in Sri Lanka’s post-war
frontier (Bart)

(Economic) integration does not necessarily result in pacification of the
frontier (even in a small country with a “strong” state)

Understanding conflict, development and statebuilding:
Frontier dynamics in Central Sulawesi, Indonesia (Rachael)

Frontier is not the derivative of the centre. Regional leaders and

understanding sub-national inequalities are crucial. Integration can
contribute to peacebuilding.



Developed + integrated

US/Canada
(Ontario/Michigan)

- Integrated infrastructure, open but
regulated border;

- population density, agglomeration,
urbanisation/industrialisation;

- Open access order — open political and
economic competition

Stable

US/Mexico

- Developed borderland;

- urbanisation, industrialisation agglomeration;

- connectivity with metropolitan centres;

- high levels of social/criminal/political violence;

- weak/coercive social contract; high level of
inequality/asymmetries across the border;

- policed and militarized border

.......................................................

Israel/Palestine

- Cross border armed conflict;

- militarized border areas;

- low population density and semi feudal agrarian

structures;

- fragile limited access order, unstable and anti-
developmental political settlements;

- distant from metropolitan centres;

- limited state presence and services;

- high proportion of economic activity is mformal/

11hcxt/ﬂlegal

Afghan-Tajik
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Togo/Ghana

.......................................................

- Cross border armed conflict;
- militarized border areas;
- low population density,semi feudal agrarian

1stable and anti-
nents;
Chitres; limited state

presence and services; :
: - high proportion of economic activity is mformal/
“..._ illicit/illegal; legal pluralism <
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Underdeveloped + less integrated

(Baluchistan/Kandahar)




