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Research Question

* How have the drug economy and counter
narcotics efforts influenced political
institutions, violence and development in the

borderlands?
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Chapter One: From frontier
to borderland

*Origins as a marginal
frontier or ‘shatter zone’

* ‘Great Game’ —
encroachment of
competing empires

*Border delineation --
Pamirs Convention 1895

*From open frontier to
international border




Chapter Two: Border
closure; diverging
development trajectories

* GBAO integrated into
Soviet space

*‘Advanced’ and
strategic borderland

*Modernisation,
collectivisation

*Afghan Badakhshan —
remained a marginal
autarchic borderland in
Pashtun dominated
state

*Border closure in 1949



Chapter Three: the frontier
strikes back - civil war,
political fragmentation &
reintegration

*State breakdown in the
1990s

e Defensive mobilisation
— militias and military
fronts

*Porous border

*Growth of drugs trade

*Fighting for control of
border
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Chapter Four: Post —war
equilibrium

*New national political
settlements

*Secondary political
settlements

*Re-invigorated opium
economy, then poppy
free from 2007

* Rent sharing
agreements and the
transnational limited
access order

*Perverse effects of CN
policies



Chapter 4 %:?: unraveling
political settlements,
conflictual borderlands

Violence in Khorog in 2012
and 2013 — renegotiating
the secondary political
settlement?

Taliban presence in
Badakhshan, impacts of
elections, poppy rebound,
uncertainty over
international withdrawal,
fracturing of political
alliances.




Afghan-Tajik
Badakshan: A Drug
Intensified Border

*Drugs, violence and
limited access orders

Statebuilding on the
margins —borders as
resources

* |llicit economies,
primitive accumulation
& ‘actually existing’
development

*Rethinking
international policies in
the borderlands




