
Drugs	
  and	
  development	
  in	
  the	
  
Afghan-­‐Tajik	
  borderlands	
  

Jonathan	
  Goodhand	
  
University	
  of	
  Melbourne/SOAS	
  

13th	
  Feb	
  2015	
  



Research	
  QuesKon	
  

•  How	
  have	
  the	
  drug	
  economy	
  and	
  counter	
  
narcoKcs	
  efforts	
  influenced	
  poliKcal	
  
insKtuKons,	
  violence	
  and	
  development	
  in	
  the	
  
borderlands?	
  









	
  
Chapter	
  One:	
  From	
  fron0er	
  
to	
  borderland	
  
	
  

• Origins	
  as	
  a	
  marginal	
  
fronKer	
  or	
  ‘shaSer	
  zone’	
  

• 	
  ‘Great	
  Game’	
  –	
  
encroachment	
  of	
  
compeKng	
  empires	
  

• Border	
  delineaKon	
  	
  -­‐-­‐
Pamirs	
  ConvenKon	
  1895	
  

• From	
  	
  open	
  fronKer	
  to	
  
internaKonal	
  border	
  

	
  
	
  



Chapter	
  Two:	
  Border	
  
closure;	
  diverging	
  
development	
  trajectories	
  	
  

• 	
  GBAO	
  integrated	
  into	
  
Soviet	
  space	
  
• ‘Advanced’	
  and	
  
strategic	
  borderland	
  
• ModernisaKon,	
  
collecKvisaKon	
  

• Afghan	
  Badakhshan	
  –	
  
remained	
  a	
  marginal	
  
autarchic	
  borderland	
  in	
  
Pashtun	
  dominated	
  
state	
  
• Border	
  closure	
  in	
  1949	
  

	
  



Chapter	
  Three:	
  the	
  fron0er	
  
strikes	
  back	
  –	
  civil	
  war,	
  
poli0cal	
  fragmenta0on	
  &	
  
reintegra0on	
  

• State	
  breakdown	
  in	
  the	
  
1990s	
  

• 	
  Defensive	
  mobilisaKon	
  
–	
  miliKas	
  and	
  military	
  
fronts	
  

• Porous	
  border	
  

• Growth	
  of	
  drugs	
  trade	
  

• FighKng	
  for	
  control	
  of	
  
border	
  

	
  





Chapter	
  Four:	
  Post	
  –war	
  
equilibrium	
  

• New	
  naKonal	
  poliKcal	
  
seSlements	
  

• Secondary	
  poliKcal	
  
seSlements	
  	
  

• Re-­‐invigorated	
  opium	
  
economy,	
  then	
  poppy	
  
free	
  from	
  2007	
  

• 	
  Rent	
  sharing	
  
agreements	
  and	
  the	
  
transnaKonal	
  limited	
  
access	
  order	
  

• Perverse	
  effects	
  of	
  CN	
  
policies	
  



Chapter	
  4	
  ½?:	
  unraveling	
  
poli0cal	
  seHlements,	
  
conflictual	
  borderlands	
  	
  
Violence	
  in	
  Khorog	
  in	
  2012	
  
and	
  2013	
  –	
  renegoKaKng	
  
the	
  secondary	
  poliKcal	
  
seSlement?	
  
	
  
Taliban	
  presence	
  in	
  
Badakhshan,	
  impacts	
  of	
  
elecKons,	
  poppy	
  rebound,	
  	
  
uncertainty	
  over	
  
internaKonal	
  withdrawal,	
  
fracturing	
  of	
  poliKcal	
  
alliances.	
  



Afghan-­‐Tajik	
  
Badakshan:	
  	
  A	
  Drug	
  
Intensified	
  Border	
  

• Drugs,	
  violence	
  and	
  
limited	
  access	
  orders	
  

• Statebuilding	
  on	
  the	
  
margins	
  –borders	
  as	
  
resources	
  
	
  
• 	
  Illicit	
  economies,	
  
primiKve	
  accumulaKon	
  
&	
  ‘actually	
  exisKng’	
  
development	
  

• Rethinking	
  
internaKonal	
  policies	
  in	
  
the	
  borderlands	
  


