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2015 Pacific Update Conference:

Pacific Development in a Changing Global Economy
Japan-Pacific ICT Centre, University of the South Pacific-Laucala Campus

Suva, Fiji July 15-16

The Asian Development Bank (ADB), the Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI), the Australian
National University’s (ANU) Development Policy Centre, and The School of Economics of the
University of the South Pacific (USP) welcome you to the 2015 Pacific Update Conference. This
annual forum gathers policymakers, academics, and development practitioners to present
research and discuss the latest economic and social developments in the Pacific region.

Day One: Wednesday 15 July 2015

8:30-9:00 AM

Registration

9:00-9:30 AM

Welcoming addresses

Opening Ceremony

Mahendra Reddy (Minister for Education, Heritage & Arts, National Archives
of Fiji) - TBC

Rajesh Chandra (Vice Chancellor and President, USP)

9:30-10:00 AM

Official Launch

Leveraging the Benefits of Asia's Growth and Integration for Pacific
Economies (an ADB-ADBI Publication)

Naoyuki Yoshino (Dean, ADBI)

Emma Veve (Director, Pacific Department, ADB)

10:00-10:30 AM

Morning Coffee, Tea, and Refreshments

10:30-Noon OPENING PLENARY SESSION
Regional Economic Outlook
Report based on July 2015 issue of the Pacific Economic Monitor
Christopher Edmonds (Senior Economist, ADB)
Keynote Presentation: Pacific Labor Mobility—Developments and
Prospects
Stephen Howes (Director, Development Policy Centre, ANU)
Noon-1:00 PM | Lunch
1:00-2:30 PM Parallel Session No. 1
Macroeconomic policy Agriculture and Fisheries Gender inequality and

development

Chair: Satya Paul (Head, School| Chair: Christopher Edmonds Chair: Seema Naidu (Gender

of Economics, USP) (Senior Economist, ADB) Issues Officer, Pacific Island
Forum Secretariat)—TBC
Naoyuki Yoshino (Dean, ADBI) | Transform Aqorau (CEO, Ethel Signimanu (Permanent
Parties to the Nauru Secretary, Ministry of
Agreement) Women, Youth, Children,

and Family Affairs, Solomon
Islands)

1 H THE UNIVERSITY OF THE
M Uanel’Slty SOUTH PACIFIC



Al [ ;
= s @USP

1 H THE UNIVERSITY OF THE
M Uanel’Slty SOUTH PACIFIC

IMF-PFTAC Representative or a| Sandra Harding* (President Maha Muna (Gender
representative from a Central | and Vice Chancellor, James Adviser, Pacific Subregional
Bank in the Pacific: or -TBC Cook University) Office, UN Population Fund)
Peter Dirou (Senior Financial Moses Amos (Director, Division| Kerryn Baker (Postdoctoral
Sector Expert, Private Sector of Fisheries, Aquaculture and | Fellow, State, Society &
Development Initiative, ADB) | Marine Ecosystems of Governance in Melanesia
Secretariat of the Pacific Program, ANU)

Community [SPC])
Bruce Chapman* (Marine and | Shamima Ali (Fiji Women's
Pacific Consultants) and Vili Crisis Center)—TBC
Caniogo (SPC)

2:30-3:00 PM | Afternoon Coffee, Tea, and Refreshments
3:00-4:30 PM Parallel Session No. 2

Development Partnerships Human Capital Development | Export niche supply chains
and Assistance

Chair: Sandra Tarte (Head, Chair: TBC Chair: Caroline Currie (Senior
School of Government, Economist, South Pacific
Development and Subregional Office, ADB)
International Affairs, USP)

Jonathan Pryke* (Research Hilda Heine (Minister of Guy Redding (Team Leader
Officer, Development Policy Education, Marshall Islands) Pacific Horticultural and
Centre, ANU) and Matthew Agricultural Market Access)

Dornan (Research Fellow,
Development Policy Centre,

ANU)

Philippa Brant (Research Paul Vandenberg (Senior Wesley Morgan (Pacific

Associate, Lowy Institute) Economist, ADBI) Policy Advisor, Oxfam
Australia)

Siosiua (Josh) 'Utoikamanu Frank Thompson (First Patricia Sourdin (Adjunct

(Consultant and Former Secretary, Aid Program, Professor, Johns Hopkins

Governor, National Reserve Australian High Commission) | University)

Bank of Tonga)

T.K. Jayaraman (Professor, Fiji | David Freedman (Country Representative from Pure

National University [FNU]), Economist, ADB Timor-Leste Fiji

Hong Chen (Senior Lecturer, Resident Mission)

USP), and Markand Bhatt*

(Assistant Lecturer, USP)

4:30-5:00 PM | Closing plenary:

Ariff Ali (Deputy Governor, Reserve Bank of Fiji) — Presentation title TBD-TBC
5:30-7:30 PM | Welcoming Cocktail/Kava Reception and Dinner (by invitation)

*Presenting Author
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2015 Pacific Update Conference

July 15-16, Japan-Pacific ICT Conference Centre, USP-Laucala in Suva, Fiji

Day Two: Thursday 16 July 2015

8:00-8:30 AM

Registration

8:30-10:00 AM

Plenary—Roundtable Discussion on Private Sector Development
Chair and panelist: Tess Newton Cain (DPC ANU)

Peter Dirou (ADB PSDI)
Anita Jowitt (Adviser, Vanuatu Chamber of Commerce & Industries)

Mereia Volavola (CEO of the Pacific Islands Private Sector Organisation-TBC)

10:00-10:30 AM

Morning Coffee, Tea, and Refreshments

10:30 AM-noon

Parallel Session No. 3

Tourism Markets

Disaster Risk Management
and Climate Change

Extractive industries and
Energy Markets

Chair: Marcus L. Stephenson
(Head, School of Tourism and
Hospitality Management,
USP)

Chair: Taniela Faletau
(Safeguards Officer, ADB SPSO)

Chair: Jito Vanualailai
(Director Research, USP)

Kaleb Udui (Co-Chairman,
Economic Advisory Group,
Republic of Palau and Palau
Chamber of Commerce)

Romeo Alfred (General
Manager, Kwajalein Atoll Joint
Utility Resources (KAJUR),
Marshall Islands)

Dibyendu Maiti (Associate
Professor, USP)

Jerry Finin (Resident Co-
director, Pacific Islands
Development Program, East-
West Center)

Linda Brennan*(Professor, RMIT
University) and Judy Lawry
(Senior Lecturer, RMIT
University)

Pritanshu Singh (Assistant
Petroleum Officer,
Economics Development
Division, SPC)

llisoni Vuidreketi (CEO, South
Pacific Tourism Organization)

Gyaneshwar Rao (Lecturer,
USP)

Emmanuel Joseph lyabora
(Lecturer, Univ. of Fiji)

Christopher Edmonds (Senior
Economist, ADB)

Tauisi Taupo (PhD Candidate,
Victoria University of
Wellington)

Emily McQualter (Dept.
Industry and Science,
Canberra), Makereta
Lomaloma* (SPC), and
George Wilkenfeld

Noon-1:00 PM | Lunch

1:00-2:30 PM

Parallel Session No. 4

THE UNIVERSITY OF THE

Budget Support (Roundtable)

Health Sector

Chair: Stephen Howes (Director,
Development Policy Center, ANU)

Chair: Paul Vandenberg (Senior Economist,
ADBI)

Matthew Dornan (Research Fellow, ANU)

Gregory Ngirmang (Minister of Health, Palau)

Mckinnie Dentana (Under Secretary-
Economics, Ministry of Finance, Solomon
Islands)

Wayne Irava (Coordinator, FNU),
Shyamajanaka Mahakalanda (Nodal Hub
Coordinator, FNU), and Ronesh Prasad*
(Economist, FNU)

Lily-Anne Homasi (Senior Program Manager-
Tuvalu, Department of Foreign Affairs and
Trade, Australia)

Nancy Waites* (Policy and Advocacy
Manager, World Vision) and Raul Schneider
(Health Advisor, World Vision)
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Lai Tora (Country Economist, ADB Pacific lan Anderson (Economist, Consultant)

Subregional Office)

Jerome Pons, EU-TBC

2:30-3:00 PM Afternoon Coffee, Tea, and Refreshments
3:00-4:30 PM Parallel Session No. 5
Long term fiscal planning and modeling Regionalism and Trade Facilitation
(Roundtable)
Chair: Siosiua (Josh) 'Utoikamanu (Consultant | Chair: Rob Jauncey (Regional Director, South
and former Governor of the National Reserve | Pacific Subregional Office, ADB)

Bank of Tonga and Minister of Finance, Tonga)

Rup Singh (Representative, USP Centre for Richard Pomfret (Professor, Johns Hopkins

Policy Modelling) School of Advanced International Studies and
University of Adelaide)

Representative from IMF-PFTAC Matthias Helble (Research Fellow, ADBI)

Brian Wabaiat (Senior Fiscal Policy Officer, Hong Chen (Senior Lecturer, USP)

Department of Finance and Treasury,

Vanuatu)

Shiu Raj Singh (Country Economist, Pacific Uwe Kaufmann (Trade and Economic

Subregional Office, ADB) Analyst—Lecturer, University of Adelaide)

Representatives from other Ministries of Baljeet Singh (Lecturer, USP)

Finance or Central Banks—TBC
4:30-5:30 PM | Closing plenary
Ronald Duncan (Emeritus Professor, Australian National University)
“Drivers Of Growth Spurts In Pacific Island Economies”

Panel: Review and Highlights from the Conference

Closing Ceremony

*Presenting Author




