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This paper examines whether foreign aid is morally defensible, and if so, how it might be effectively
administered. It explores the origins, history, and objectives of aid before turning to the arguments
put forward by critics regarding the moral defensibility of the practice.

Many of aid’s critics have suggested that it be drastically reformed or abandoned in favour of
practices that reduce dependency, corruption, and poverty in recipient countries. However, this
paper illustrates that many scholars - including Martha Nussbaum, Mathias Risse, and Paul Collier -
defend the allocation of foreign aid. An underlying assumption is that prosperous nations cannot sit
idly by while the impoverished struggle.

This notion prompts a discussion about the ways in which international donors could effectively
provide assistance. The most promising development assistance promotes self-sufficiency, agency,
and improved power structures. Micro-credit and micro-franchise programs have the capability to
fulfil these requirements because they help aid recipients start their own independent businesses
and earn their own incomes. Furthermore, Rainer Forst suggests that donors could complement aid
schemes by giving locals a voice in how their governments function. This kind of aid is not only
ethically desirable but also effective because recipients embrace the projects as their own and have
a voice in shaping them.



