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Over the past two decades, transitional justice has gained considerable interest in the peacebuilding
and development community. The 2011 World Development Report “Conflict, Security,
Development” recommended that transitional justice be used as one of the ‘core program tools’ in
the pursuit of breaking cycles of violence and enabling development in fragile and conflict-affected
situations. This has reinvigorated calls for enhanced links between development cooperation and
transitional justice initiatives. Reparations to victims of mass atrocities are seen as one key
component of transitional justice. So far, reparations and development have generally been
conceptualised and approached independently. However, in practice both are increasingly
concerned with tackling the structural causes of violence, which are often associated with unequal
development opportunities, marginalisation and social exclusion. Thus, there is an increasing
acknowledgement of the need for development practitioners and transitional justice practitioners to
coordinate their efforts, if they are to deliver effectively on the dual objectives of post-conflict
recovery and justice. An enhanced and complementary interplay between the two fields cannot just
help address survivors’ immediate needs, but also strengthen civic trust and create minimum
conditions for survivors to contribute to an inclusive reconstruction process. This paper provides a
brief overview of the debate around reparations and development and looks at some of the
opportunities and pitfalls, before discussing implications for international development actors. The
paper is complemented with some field observations from Cambodia.



