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The fulfilment of wealthy countries’ commitment to mobilise $100 billion a year in climate finance by
2020 will hinge on maintaining domestic political support in contributor countries. Predictability in
flows of climate finance is likely to enhance the overall stability of the climate finance system and the
broader climate regime. However, at present it remains unclear how the 2020 target will be achieved
and little is known about what drives fluctuations in support among contributor countries.

This paper explores domestic and international factors that may explain fluctuations in national
support through a case study of Australia’s climate finance from 2007 to 2015. The analysis tracks
two domestic factors that may influence support for climate finance — (i) the federal government’s
party orientation and (ii) public concern about climate change —and two international factors — (iii)
commitment to multilateral agreements and (iv) international peer pressure.

We find that the government’s party orientation on domestic climate policy and aid explains some
but not all variations in Australia’s stance on climate finance. International peer group effects have
helped to moderate the positions of two governments that were otherwise reluctant to embrace
substantial action on climate change. In particular, we argue that the Abbott government’s $200
million pledge to the Green Climate Fund (after having previously decried the fund as “socialism
masquerading as environmentalism”) is best explained as a response to Australia’s increasingly
isolated position in global climate diplomacy.

Our analysis highlights a concern that national support for climate finance remains vulnerable to
political partisanship on climate change and aid, even if public support for both may remain solid.
However, improved multilateral oversight of national pledges and more established replenishment
cycles could bolster support in contributor countries.



