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The last decade has shown a significant shift and progressive action on Indonesian South-South
Cooperation within its development cooperation policy. Indonesia's role in South-South Cooperation
can be traced back to the first Asian-African Conference in 1955. More recently, South-South
Cooperation has been contextualized as part of President Joko Widodo’s Nawacita, or the Nine
Development Goals. His narrative brings a strong sense of nostalgia for his predecessors, especially
President Soekarno’s notion of anti-colonialism and solidarity in South-South Cooperation. However,
the questions of whether Indonesia has moved beyond its old rhetoric to more sound policy, and
why Indonesian South-South Cooperation programs remain difficult to advance, remain.

This paper will discuss Indonesia’s shifting role as a recipient of aid to a provider country through
South-South Cooperation, and how it has evolved over time, through the examination and review of
historical perspectives. Based on literature review and the author’s personal experiences working in
the area of Indonesian South-South Cooperation, this research is a preliminary study that looks
specifically at policy shifts within South-South Cooperation from the Soekarno to the Widodo
presidencies. It examines the contexts that recognize a strong narrative of national identity and
power projection. It will specifically identify how identity and power significantly shape development
cooperation. However, significant challenges remain around Indonesia’s positioning among other
middle-income countries, and how South-South Cooperation can develop into a sound development
cooperation policy. The paper concludes by arguing that even though Indonesian South-South
Cooperation has evolved, there is still a need to achieve a balance between power and identity to
contribute more to the development cooperation context.



