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Investment in cultural heritage preservation is often promoted by those who believe in the universal
value that heritage has to offer all people in understanding our joint history. However, in developing
countries, investment in heritage should also be promoted by the aid sector as it can assist in long-
term and sustainable development.

Since the mid-90s academics have discussed the link between heritage preservation and economic
growth. Countries with ‘cultural capital’ are able to use these assets to generate positive economic
outcomes. In more recent years, as aid has moved away from econometric models, academics have
argued for the holistic impact that investment in cultural heritage can have on development. Studies
and works have appeared that analyse how cultural factors have an impact on development
processes both in the short and long-term.

Yet the link between cultural heritage and sustainable development is a conversation that continues
to exist on the periphery of both development and heritage discussions. The Millennium
Development Goals adopted by the international community in 2000, for example, made no specific
reference to heritage or even to culture. Similarly the Sustainable Development Goals released last
year failed to give culture a prominent role in sustainable development.

This paper looks at why the international community should make cultural heritage part of the
mainstream conversation about sustainable development. It is argued that cultural heritage should
be seen as driver of sustainable development, impacting economic, social, and environmental
sustainability. Using existing research and case studies, this paper reviews how cultural heritage
contributes to various sustainable development goals, such as environmental sustainability, inclusive
social growth, inclusive economic growth, and peace and security. The paper then looks at some of
the obstacles preventing culture from being part of the mainstream debate, and puts forward
arguments as to how these issues might be overcome.



