Understanding the intangible: Evaluating a gender norms change program in Solomon Islands
Tracy McDiarmid and Erin Goddard

Evidence and Learning — Gender; Policy Advisor

World Vision Australia

While the issue of violence against women is receiving renewed attention in Australia, recent data
suggests the level of abuse against Pacific women remains a critical issue requiring urgent attention.
In the Solomon Islands, a nation that is the most reliant on Australian aid per capita, two out of three
women report suffering physical violence from their partner.

With 90 per cent of the population identifying as Christian, faith-based responses are particularly
well-placed to address pervasive masculinities and the devaluation of women often perpetuated by
cultural and faith leaders. World Vision’s Channels of Hope for Gender (CoHG) model has been
notably successful in exploring norms and values from a faith perspective and mobilising faith
leaders’ influence to challenge harmful misconceptions and reduce violence against women.

Although the personal stories of impact from CoHG project participants are striking, World Vision
identified the need for a greater cumulative and quantitative understanding of the model’s success.
As such, two independent evaluations were commissioned: a research team from the University of
Queensland conducted an evaluation of the Community CoHG project in Weather Coast and
Temotu, while researchers from the Australian National University evaluated the Community Vision
for Change project in Honiara.

Though the evaluations differed significantly in their approaches and the contexts in which they
operated, both found that the CoHG projects had largely fostered commitment to change from
communities and faith leaders; increased openness to discussion about gender relations; and
demonstrated progress towards greater recognition of women’s rights. The dual evaluation
processes, however, also cast light upon the complexities of measuring progress in shifting those
social norms which underpin gender-based discrimination and violence. In addition to outlining the
evaluation approaches, this paper will explore key findings and learnings from the evaluation process
and reflect on the broader challenges and opportunities of capturing data on social norms.



