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With a view to improve the quality of life of people with disabilities (PWDs), particularly in Asia and
Pacific countries, the Australia’s Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) introduced the
Development for All (DfA) policy, which makes references to disability principles such as inclusion
and participation. In Cambodia, to implement the DfA policy, DFAT entered into partnership with the
Australian Red Cross (ARC), which in turn provided sub-grants further to many non-governmental
organisations (NGOs) operating in Cambodia. However, little has known about how PWDs
participated and how their inclusion took place through this DFAT funded initiative. This research
aims to thoroughly explore how disability approaches, participation and inclusion of PWDs were
constructed into the NGO programs, and how these processes have effects on the lives of PWDs. To
achieve this objective, a qualitative case study of a Cambodian grassroots NGO, touted as the
Capacity Building for Disability Cooperation (CABDICO), was conducted. Not only does this research
provide opportunity for Cambodian PWDs to express their voices in relation to a development
initiative that affects their lives, it also provides insightful information to development workers and
disability rights advocates on how participation and inclusion of PWDs can be enhanced in response
to the needs and priorities of PWDs. One key finding is that without taking into account the
Cambodian social, economic and cultural contexts, DFAT approaches to disability, inclusion and
participation did not address the priorities of Cambodian PWDs as aid beneficiaries on the ground.
As a result, Cambodian PWDs continue to embrace their worldview about disability.



