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Development aid serves several purposes of the recipient and donor countries. Recipient countries
whose regimes are neither pure democracy nor authoritarianism tend to call for aid, but also often
criticise aid on the basis that it interferes in their internal political affairs. In particular, they criticise
aid that aims to empower grassroots communities and to democratise their regime. This paper
investigates how aid given by international development agencies, and aid raised by non-
governmental organisations, prompted grassroots social movements in Cambodia from 2005 to
2015. In addition to a review of relevant published information such as media and academic research
reports, field interviews were conducted with several key informants and experts who were involved
in a number of grassroots community movements pertaining to social and environmental issues
caused by government malpractice. The empirical evidence suggests that not only did aid contribute
significantly development to Cambodia but it also empowered grassroots communities to mobilise
against malpractice of the government’s policies. The paper argues that aid directed at empowering
local communities creates long-term impacts on government performance.



