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1. How much the SDGs will cost?

2. Can developing countries afford them?

To implement the SDGs, national 
governments and aid donors need to know

Source: Romilly Greenhill, Chris Hoy, Paddy Carter, Marcus Manuel (2015) Financing the Future Overseas Development Institute. 



1. Ending Extreme Poverty

2. Universal primary health care 

3. Universal secondary school completion 

How much will the SDGs cost? 



Ending Extreme Poverty
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+ Universal Health Care
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+ Universal Secondary School Provision
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1. Government Revenue

2. Aid

Can developing countries afford them?



Government Revenue
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+ Aid
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Public Finance vs Cost of SDGs in LICs
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Public Finance vs Cost of SDGs in LMICs
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1. Focus on public finance

2. Assumes half of government revenue and aid will be spent on these targets

3. Only examines countries with over 1 million people and at least 1% of their 

population in extreme poverty

4. Does not factor in additional cost of ‘reaching the last mile’

Limitations of the analysis



Key Recommendation is to provide 50% of 
aid budgets to Least Developed Countries


