
Microfinance in Timor-Leste and 
Indonesian West Timor
Social hierarchy after international 
intervention: Timorese case studies



FIELDWORK SUMMARY

• Qualitative, semi-structured interviews 

• Participant Observation

• 6 months newspaper contents analysis
11 Months

• Two villages (desa) Indonesian West Timor

• Two villages (suku) in Timor-Leste 

Four rural 
villages

• 47 village women

• 29 village leaders

• 41 gender experts

152 
interviewees



Microfinance Providers in Timor-Leste 
1999 - 2012

11 NGOs eg. Christian Children Fund 

World Bank’s CEP and SEP 

ADB Informal Credit Unions

ADB Microfinance Institute

MFIs Moris Rasik & Tuba Rai Metin

National 
Commercial 
Bank (BNCTL)

MFIs 
Moris Rasik &
Tuba Rai Metin

CRISIS >>
1. Funding

2 Nationalisation 
3 Regulation

Alola Foundation 
Empreza Diak
Oxfam



MICROCREDIT PROVIDERS IN TIMOR-LESTE 

Loan 
Portfolio 

(USD)

Interest Rate 
(Yield on Gross 

portfolio)

Number of 
Borrowers

Average size of loan 
USD/borrower

Percentage of 
women borrowers

Moris Rasik $4,525,162 35.16% 7373 $542 99.30%

Tuba Rai 
Metin

$9,727,499 36.04% 7265 $748 98.50%

BNCTL  
Microcredit 
group loans

$290,210 12% + 2% late 
fee 

N/A >$1000 Targeted at 
women
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Road To Village Number Four
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Head of 
village 

microcredit  
weaving 

group

Maria
Weaving Group

Ex-Village 
Chief 

“Frans”

Camat –
subdistrict 

administrator

Hamlet 
Chief 

Grandfather 
King - Raja

Village Chief

Market Supervisor

Weaving 
Group

VILLAGE 2 
INDONESIAN 
WEST TIMOR 
(NTT PROVINCE)



POVERTY IN TIMOR-LESTE

Source: Timor-Leste Millenium Development Goals Report 2014
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