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Bilingual language resources to 
increase agricultural learning in 
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Kym Simoncini
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This project was funded by the Australian Centre 
for International Agricultural Research 
- ASEM-2014-095: Improving opportunities for 
economic development for women smallholders 
in rural Papua New Guinea 
- ASEM-2010-052: 9ȄŀƳƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 
acumen in PNG

http://pngwomen.estem-uc.edu.au/

http://pngwomen.estem-uc.edu.au/
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Project background

ÅProject was to help women farmers 
improve their livelihoods

ÅMany women aspired to be able to read 
and write and greater number wanted to 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
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ÅNew project moved into schools to 
increase agricultural learning in primary 
schools

ÅTarget audiences now included women 
farmers to their families and teachers

Project background
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¢ƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŦŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 
learning we created

Å3 place-based, dual language picture 
books

Å3 how-to-make videos in English and Tok 
Pisen

Bilingual resources
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ÅHow to make soap

ÅHow to make peanut butter

ÅHow to make sweet potato bread

Videos
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ÅMirrors and windows

ÅBackground knowledge and 
comprehension

Rationale for bilingual and culturally 
relevant resources
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ÅMirrors - texts in which a 
reader sees a reflection 
of their identity and 
experiences

ÅWindow ςtexts in which 
the readers sees into the 
world of others

Mirrors and windows

http://www.slj.com/wpcontent/uploads/2014/05/SLJ140
5w-DV_BkList-opener.jpg
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ά²ƘŜƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ 
reflected in the books they read, or when the 
images they see are distorted, negative, or 
laughable, they learn a powerful lesson 
about how they are devalued in the society 
of which they are a part.έ ό.ƛǎƘƻǇΣ мффлΣ ǇΦ ƛȄύ

Why it matters



(C
R

C
O

S
) 

#
0
0
2
1
2
K

ÅάŜǾŜǊȅ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ 
ƻƴŜΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭέ 
(Anderson, Reynolds, Schallert& Goetz, 1977, p. 369) 

ÅάƴŜǿ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎΣ ƴŜǿ 
ideas can have meaning only when they 
can be related to something the individual 
already knows (Kant,1781/1963 as cited in Carrell& Eisterhold, p.553) 

Text comprehension


