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Crisis Background

• Crisis origin: Civil protests 
turning into violent fighting 
between government and rebel 
groups in 2011

• 6.3 million IDPs and 4.8 million 
refugees

• Neighbouring countries hosting 
the majority of refugees
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2011: 5000 
Syrian 

refugees in 
Leb

2014: 1 M 
Syrian 

refugees in 
Leb

http://www.3rpsyriacrisis.org/


Vulnerability Map

Source: Lebanon Crisis Response Plan 2015-2016

40% of Lebanese villages now 
have more Syrian than Lebanese 
(UNICEF)

80% of the refugees live in urban areas.  
251 localities comprise 87% of the 
Syrian refugees, 67% of poor Lebanese 
and 92% of Palestinian refugees.  
Most vulnerable -> Aid focus

Source: 2016_HRP_3RP



Crisis Impact on Lebanon - Macro

Source: LCRP 2017-2020 and www.unhcr.org

http://www.unhcr.org/


Public Education and the Syrian Refugee Crisis
Ministry of Education and Higher Education (MEHE): 

- opened access to public schools from 2011 (introduction of afternoon shifts)
- Integration challenges: failure rate in 2013 twice the national average & high drop 

out rate
- Barriers:

- Curricular (administrative, language, lost school years,…)
- Social/economic
- Safety/security

Source: LCRP 2017-2020 Source: www.3rpsyriacrisis.org

Source: www.unhcr.org

http://www.unhcr.org/
http://www.unhcr.org/


Social & Political Dimensions
At the macro level: At the micro level:

Source: Adapted from International Alert, 2015. 

Mixed classes Segregated classes

Lebanese Students Generally positive Generally negative

Syrian Students Generally positive Generally negative

Lebanese Parents Unanimously negative

Syrian Parents Varied by region Generally negative

Lebanese Students Generally friendly NA

Syrian Students Generally friendly Bullying complaints

Lebanese Parents Cautious NA

Syrian Parents Cautious Cautious

Lebanese Students Limited - discouraged No contact

Syrian Students Limited Limited

Perception of the other

Relationship within/with the school

Relationship with the community

• Sources of host/refugee tensions:
• Political polarisation
• Labour market competition
• Housing (rental) market competition
• Legal status
• Safety and security
• Pressure on public & municipal services
• Aid and subsidies
• …

• Syrian refugee children social/economic 
challenges (3-17):
• Child labour
• Early marriage for girls
• Domestic violence
• …



Lebanon Crisis Response Plan (LCRP) & LCRP Governance

Source: LCRP 2017-2020



Reaching All Children with Education (RACE) 1&2

- Improved access to education 
opportunities (formal & non-
formal) 

- Improved quality of education 
services

- Enhanced enabling systems and 
environment

Source: Pedagogy of the displace (Maadad, cited in Maadad and Rodwell, 2017)



Aid, Resilience and 
Education

Source: United Nations. (2016). OVERVIEW: 2016 SYRIA HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE PLAN & 2016 - 2017 REGIONAL REFUGEE 

AND RESILIENCE PLAN

Source: LCRP 2017-2020

Source: Projections of RACE II costs (World Bank, 2016b)

Source: LCRP 2017-2020



NGOs

Role:

- Outreach & delivery
- Non-formal education

Challenges:

- Lengthy vetting procedures
- Absence of multi-year planning
- Inefficiencies & lack of 

coordination



A Silver line?

• Steady improvement in enrolment and retention
• Fee waiver and cash programs & increased 

awareness of available assistance

• Other access support activities (basic health, etc…)

• The good in the bad - for the Lebanese 
education sector:
• Training of public school teachers

• Review of curriculum

• Rehabilitation of schools

Syrian refugee students enrolment
Compiled from (RACE II 2016) and (Interview UNICEF 2016)

2013-14
89

2014-15
144

2015-16
238

2016-17
330

Number of schools offering afternoon shifts
(Interview MEHE 2016)

School Year
Number of Schools



Source: www.hrw.org

Thank you

http://www.hrw.org/

