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This presentation will cover…..

Policy and 
practice change

Research 

Advocacy



1. The Research
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High Level Panel on Water



Report authors:

• Melita Grant

• Chelsea Huggett

• Juliet Willetts

• Jane Wilbur



Sustainable Development Goal 6

Research methodology:  Interlinkages between SDG5 

and SDG6

Sustainable Development Goal 5



Research methodology: HLPW Action Plan 

Draws out 

connections 

between gender 

equality and the 

elements of the 

HLPW Action 

Plan

Makes three key 

recommendations:

1) Participation

2) Integrated SDGs

3) Good data and 

the use of data



Men will be 

champions of 

equality

More 

marginalised 

people in 

engineering and 

water 

governance 

professions 

Women’s and 

disabled 

people’s 

organisations 

engaged

Equal access to 

land and water 

rights

Inclusive global 

forums  

Gender 

disparities in 

each context 

are understood  



2. Advocacy
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10WASH Reference Group

Established in 

2007, in 

response to a 

perceived lack 

of priority given 

to WASH

Founded by 

WaterAid, ISF-

UTS, IWC, 

World Vision, 

Oxfam and Plan. 
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WASH Reference Group Members



Australian WASH 

Reference Group 

presented findings of the 

report to the Australian 

Parliamentary Group on 

Population and 

Development

Proactive communication and engagement



13Report launch in Stockholm at World Water Week



3. Policy and Practice 
Change
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• Australian WASH Reference Group held 

meetings with senior DFAT staff 

(including the nominated Sherpa)

• The first version of the HLPW Action Plan 

contained less than five mentions of 

women, girls, gender or marginalised 

peoples. 

• The final version of the HLPW Action 

Plan contains: 

• Women and girls: 8 mentions

• Gender: 15 mentions

• Inclusion/inclusive: 10 mentions. 

Research for Impact
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• Supporting DFAT work with other HLPW member 

countries to advance action on gender equality 

within the activities and statements of the HLPW

• Use the HLPW to engage the PM and advisors in 

advocacy conducted by the WASH Reference 

Group

• Promote the report (and its recommendations) 

through the members of the WASH Reference 

Group.

Australian Prime Minister, The Hon Malcolm Turnbull MP, attended the first full meeting for the UN/World Bank High-level 

Panel on Water (HLPW). Source: Australian Water Partnership. 

Where to from here? 



Thank
you


