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The Loss and Damage Agenda

PARIS AGREEMENT:
Article 8 (3) - Parties should enhance 
understanding, action and support, including 
through the Warsaw International 
Mechanism, as appropriate, on a 
cooperative and facilitative basis with 
respect to loss and damage associated with 
the adverse effects of climate change. 



Towards climate change resilience: Minimising loss and 
damage in Pacific SIDS communities 

Goal - to generate and share 
new knowledge and raise 
awareness on loss and 
damage caused by the 
adverse impacts of climate 
change in Pacific SIDS

- 5 countries (Cook Is, Fiji, Samoa, 
Solomon Islands, Timor-Leste)

- July 2014 to December 2016

- A particular focus on the complex 
interplay of factors leading to loss 
and damage at the community level

Pic Source: http://www.pireport.org/articles



The Loss and Damage Agenda

There is no common definition or 
understanding of
L & D

L & D can be understood as the 
negative effects of extreme weather 
events and slow-onset climatic 
changes that people have not been 
able to cope with or adapt to

Residual losses and damages from 
Climate Change impacts are 
inevitable.



The Toolkit

• Community based – Agriculture 
and Tourism Sectors (First Toolkit 
of its kind)

• Collect relevant information of 
depth and scope of Vulnerability, 
Exposure, Impacts, Coping and 
Adaptation, Evaluating impacts of 
Coping and Adaptation

• Identify limitations in coping and 
adaptation and where certain 
critical decisions must be taken to 
avoid further loss and damage

• Understand root causes for 
increasing and decreasing loss 
and damage for better informed 
decisions
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Community based-Loss and damage toolkit





Climate Stressors  

• Cyclones 

• Storm surges

• Saltwater inundation

• Coral bleaching 

• Ocean acidification

Solomon Islands

Agriculture



Examples



Examples – Tourism (Fiji)



Examples – Tourism (Samoa)





Lessons 

• Tools captured many stories of vulnerability, impacts, coping 
and adapting strategies at household and community levels

• About 90% of coping and adaptation strategies did not STOP 
the loss and damage of sudden and slow onsets (both sectors)

• Most (if not all) Adaptation Project Monitoring and Evaluation 
reports did not assess the adaptation against the “real reason” 
of the project – only assess “good times”

• Most coping and adaptation actions were ineffective due to 
increase intensity, frequency (shorter periods of time), 
unknown – lack of information, poor 
planning/resourcing/human collateral damage



Moving Forward 

• Toolkit measured multi-hazards versus single hazard 
adaptation

• Add new sectors especially culture and ecosystem – “non-
economic loss and Damage” 

• Need to include Loss and Damage in Adaptation Planning 
(Climate Risk Management) implementation, Monitoring and 
Evaluation – communities and national levels – need for 
transformational adaptation (Shift from constant mode of 
recovery to more resilient)

• Attribution versus Contribution – Understanding both sides 
need constant monitoring, baseline and data collection, 
analysis and interpretation 





We are not sinking – we are transformed 

and adapting smarter everyday


