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We argue that urban-to-urban 

forced displacement is 

misunderstood and under-

prioritised.

It is “hardly surprising that the displaced 

increasingly find their ways to population centres” 

(Landau 2014)









Our evidence suggests 

no wholesale effect



The intersection between 

development and disaster 

is important



A month after TCP, peri-urban 

communities had rebuilt with no shelter 

assistance





Its growth is fast



Aid actors and governments also 

struggle with permanence



Vanuatu’s policy makes 
the common mistake of 
under-emphasising DID.



8 mentions of DID, and 
none in the 32 numbered 
pages of the document 
(introduction and 
annexes)

“People living in informal or peri-

urban settlements with insecure 
tenure arrangements and without 
access to basic utilities and 
services. This may include people 
living in areas that have been or 
will be rezoned through urban 
and rural Government planning 
processes and hazards 

mapping.”(p. 4)



World Bank’s Environment 
Department:

10 million people 
displaced annually for dam 
construction, urban 
development, 
transportation and other 
infrastructure (mid-2000s)



Urban consultation did not occur 

in the development of the policy

75 people interviewed across 11 communities, 55 households, 

including 40 households who previously lived at Destination 

and an additional 15 households who never lived at Destination



We contend that the 
Guiding Principles should 
provide urban-specific 
advice.


