
BASELINE SDG DATA –WHAT’S THE STORY? 
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Poverty –unfinished business from MDGs

Country Proportion

Niue (2002) - 0

Cook Islands (2006) |||||||| 8.5

Solomon Islands (2013) |||||||||||| 12.7

Vanuatu (2010) |||||||||||| 12.7

Kiribati (2006) ||||||||||||||||||||| 21.8

Tonga (2009) |||||||||||||||||||||| 22.5

Palau (2006) |||||||||||||||||||||||| 24.9

Tuvalu (2010) |||||||||||||||||||||||||| 26.3

Samoa (2013) |||||||||||||||||||||||||| 26.9

Fiji (2008-09) ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 35.2

PNG (2009) ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 39.9

FSM (2013) ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 41.2

1.2.1 Proportion of population living below 

national poverty line





Remittances helping to reduce poverty levels in Pacific



Seasonal workers program (Australia)

Nine Pacific countries (+ East Timor) can send workers to Australia for 6-9 month 

opportunities in agriculture and tourism sectors 

Women 

comprise 

only 

14.4%



In Tongan families participating and remitting money home, the proportion of 

school-age children enrolled and attending school was 7.7 per cent higher than in 

non-participating families.



Pacific Economies and Women

Women’s contribution to the economy is significant

• Honiara Market’s annual turnover is USD10 –16 million - 90% of activities by women 

• PNG – value of food production is USD55 million per year – largely women’s 

responsibility

• Samoa, 80% of businesses in private sector are micro businesses and women 

estimated to head over 40%

• Vanuatu PDNA estimated women’s additional unpaid work in restoration and 

recovery work represented lost earnings of a minimum of VT432 million. 







Early childhood education is a focus in the Pacific



NCD deaths –unfinished business from MDGs



NCD share



Country Male Proportion  Female Proportion

Samoa ||||||||||||||||||||||||| 25.5 ||||||||||||||| 15.2

Vanuatu ||||||||||||||||||||||||| 25.8 |||||||||||||||||| 18.6

Solomon Islands |||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 28.5 |||||||||||||||||||||||| 24.2

FSM |||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 28.7 ||||||||||||||||||||||| 23.1

Tonga |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 30.4 |||||||||||||||||| 18.4

Kiribati ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 33.5 ||||||||||||||||||||||| 23.4

Fiji ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 37.5 |||||||||||||||||||||||| 24.9

PNG ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 39.8 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 32.6

(risk of premature death from target NCDs: 30-70 years)

3.4.1 Mortality rate attributed to cardiovascular disease, 

cancer, diabetes or chronic respiratory disease (2015)

Risk of premature death from target NCDs



Leading cause of death





Of the top 10 obese countries in the world in 2017, 9 are in the Pacific

(defined as a body mass index (BMI) over 30)

Rank Country %

1 Cook Islands 50.8

2 Palau 47.6

3 Nauru 45.6

4 Samoa 43.4

5 Tonga 43.3

6 Niue 43.2

7 Marshall Islands 42.8

9 Kiribati 40.6

10 Tuvalu 40.3



Of the top 10 countries with the highest diabetes prevalence (among 20 to 79 

year olds) in the world, 6 are in the Pacific

Source: International Diabetes Federation, Diabetes Atlas

Rank Country %

1 Tuvalu 27.3

2 Nauru 24.1

3 New Caledonia 23.4

4 Kiribati 22.7

6 Solomon Islands 18.7

8 PNG 17.7











Country Outbound Proportion   Inbound Proportion

PNG | 1.0% 0%

Kiribati |||||||||||||| 9.4% ||| 2.2%

Marshall Islands ||||||||||||||||| 11.4% ||| 2.6%

Solomon Islands |||||||| 5.9% |||||||| 5.8%

FSM ||||||||||||| 9.1% ||||||||||||||| 10.3%

Tonga |||||||||| 7.1% |||||||||||||||| 11.0%

French Polynesia |||||||||| 7.1% ||||||||||||||||||| 13.3%

Samoa 0.5% |||||||||||||||||||||||||| 17.7%

Fiji ||| 2.6% |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 23.1%

Vanuatu ||||||| 5.0% |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 35.0%

Palau ||||||||||| |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 56.1%

Cook Islands n.a. n.a. |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 56.3%

Tuvalu |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 20.1%  n.a.

8.9.1 Tourism direct GDP as a proportion of total GDP (2014)













Natural disaster risk –recent cyclone damage

A report by the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction has found that six 

Pacific countries are among the top 15 disaster risk countries in the world.

• These countries are Fiji, Vanuatu, Tonga, Papua New Guinea and Solomon Islands.





Statistical systems in the Pacific

NSDS Status PICT

Established Cook Islands, PNG, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu

In progress Fiji, FSM, Nauru, Tonga and Tuvalu

Not commenced Kiribati, Palau, Marshall Islands, Niue


