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UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITES IN PACIFIC SIDS

SOLOMON ISLANDS: EAST RENNELL (1998; NATURAL)

PNG: KUK EARLY AGRICULTURAL SITE (2008; CULTURAL)

VANUATU: CHIEF ROI MATA'S DOMAIN (2008; CULTURAL)

KIRIBATI: PHOENIX ISLANDS PROTECTED AREA (2010; NATURAL)

MARSHALL ISLANDS: BIKINI ATOLL NUCLEAR TEST SITE (2010; CULTURAL)

PALAU: ROCK ISLANDS SOUTHERN LAGOON (2012; MIXED)

FlJl: LEVUKA HISTORICAL PORT TOWN (2013; CULTURAL)

FSM: NAN MADOL CEREMONIAL CENTRE IN EASTERN MICRONESIA (2016; CULTURAL)
(28 MORE ON THE TENTATIVE LIST)



WHAT'S INTERESTING

 PACIFIC SIDS ONLY HOME TO 8 OF THE GLOBE'S 1073 UNESCO
WORLD HERITAGE SITES

« UNDER-REPRESENTATION

e ? OF THESE SITES ARE ON UNESCQ'S LIST OF 53 WORLD HERITAGE
SITES IN DANGER

e EAST RENNELL: THREATS FROM LOGGING AND MINING
 NAN MADOL: WATERWAY SILTATION

 MANY RELATIVELY RECENTLY LISTED
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PACIFIC WORLD HERITAGE ACTION PLAN 2016-2020

PROVIDES STRATEGIC GUIDANCE ON PRIORITY REGIONAL AND NATIONAL ACTIONS

RECOGNISES THAT THE REGION OFFERS A UNIQUE CONTRIBUTION TO GLOBAL
HERITAGE FROM THE PACIFIC'S ENORMOUS WEALTH OF CULTURAL, ISLAND, AND
MARINE BIODIVERSITY

e BUT, THAT THE PACIFIC IS UNDER-REPRESENTED ON THE LIST

VISION: PACIFIC ISLAND HERITAGE IS PROTECTED AND ENRICHED FOR CURRENT
AND FUTURE GENERATIONS

AIMS:
e INCREASING COMMUNITY, NATIONAL, REGIONAL & GLOBAL AWARENESS
e TO BUILD GLOBAL RECOGNITION AND SUPPORT FOR INCREASING PACIFIC REPRESENTATION

PROPOSES A SERIES OF REGIONAL AND NATIONAL LEVEL ACTIVITIES
e BUT, FUNDING CHALLENGES



PACIFIC HERITAGE HUB | o) sHED IN 2013 AT USP A A

REGIONAL FACILITY FOR WORLD
HERITAGE KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT,
CAPACITY BUILDING, AND
PARTNERSHIP

* COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION FACILITY FOR ALL
THINGS "HERITAGE' IN THE PACIFIC

e ACTIVE FACEBOOK PAGE, FOR EXAMPLE

* FACES SUSTAINABLE FINANCING
CHALLENGES




CHALLENGES

* PACIFIC WORLD HERITAGE ACTION PLAN:

e LIMITED AWARENESS OF PACIFIC CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE OUTSIDE THE
NEEI@]N

* LARGE GEOGRAPHIC AREA, ISOLATION AND RESOURCE LIMITATIONS

* INCREASED AWARENESS WITHIN COMMUNITIES OF THE VALUE OF WORLD HERITAGE —
ESPECIALLY FOR PROTECTION

* POLITICAL INSTABILITY / GOVERNANCE ISSUES

e INCREASED EXTERNAL CHALLENGES
e (GLOBALISATION
e SPREAD OF PESTS & DISEASES
* CLIMATE CHANGE



CHALLENGES, IN ADDITION:

e PRICE, 2017;

e RATE ON NOMINATION FROM PACIFIC SIDS HAS BEEN LOW
e COMPETING PRIORITIES 2
e LACK OF RESOURCES/CAPACITY TO GO THROUGH THE PROCESS?

e WORLD HERITAGE CONVENTION REQUIRES STATE PARTIES TO IMPLEMENT
LEGAL MEASURES TO PROTECT SITES, IN PRACTICE THIS HAS BEEN
CHALLENGING

* SMITH, 2014:

* LENGTHY PROCESS, ESPECIALLY WHEN NEGOTIATIONS WITH CUSTOMARY
LAND OWNERS ARE REQUIRED



EAST RENNELL

LISTED IN 1998, AFTER CONSIDERABLE NZ SUPPORT. FIRST SITE INSCRIBED BASED ON
NATURAL CRITERIA UNDER CUSTOMARY OWNERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT

LAKE TENGANO: THE LARGEST LAKE IN THE ISLAND PACIFIC (29 KM LONG; 10 KM
WIDE)

DENSE 20M CANOPY FOREST

WILDLIFE: 43 SPECIES OF BIRDS, 4 ENDEMIC. 11 SPECIES OF BATS, 1 ENDEMIC.
ENDEMIC SEA SNAKE.

TOURISM POTENTIAL

PROTECTION:

e SOLOMON ISLANDS PROTECTED AREAS ACT 2010 — RECOGNISES WORLD HERITAGE PROTECTION
BUT IN PRACTICE HAS NOT OCCURRED

e RENBEL PROVINCE LAKE TENGANO NATURAL HERITAGE PARK ORDINANCE 2009 — ONLY IN DRAFT
e ULTIMATELY SELF-MANAGED BY CUSTOMARY LANDOWNERS






EAST RENNELL: NOW ON UNESCO'’S LIST OF WORLD
HERITAGE IN DANGER

« WHY<¢

* [HREATS FROM LOGGING AND
MINING CURRENTLY IN WEST RENNELL

e ADDITIONAL THREATS: INCREASED
LAKE SALINITY AND INTRODUCED
RATS

e ECONOMIC BENEFIT NEVER CAME
e TOO REMOTE / TENSIONS

e "WORLD HERITAGE FOR WHAT?S'




OPPORTUNITY

e | ONG LIST OF PROPOSED REGIONAL AND NATIONAL ACTIONS IN THE
N

e NEEDS PRIORITISATION
e PROPOSED STUDY ON ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF INSCRIPTION COULD BE USEFUL

e PROPOSED USP PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATE IN HERITAGE
MANAGEMENT (SEPTEMBER 2018)

e FURTHER SUPPORT NEEDED



CONCLUSION

* HERITAGE, AND ITS PROTECTION, MATTERS

* PACIFIC IS HEAVILY UNDER-REPRESENTED

» CLEERE (2012) ARGUES THAT ADDRESSING A
OF BALANCE ON THE LIST IS ESSENTIAL FOR FUT

CREDIBILITY OF THE WORLD

FRITAGE CONVE

* RENEWED ATTENTION TO INCREASING PACIFIC
REPRESENTATION IMPORTANT HERE

e SUPPORT WOULD BE NEEDED

LACK
URE

NTION
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