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HOW MANY 
BURDEN CAN 

YOU 
IDENTIFY?

Is This The Value of Women In Nigeria???



SIERRA LEONE / PNG/ SOLOMON ISLANDS

Measure Sierra Leone Papua New Guinea Solomon Islands

Life Expectancy F   54         M   53 F  70       M 65 F 73 F        M 70

Infant Mortality Rate 83 33 18

Per Capita GNI PPP US $ 1,591 US $ 3,823 US $ 2,270

Adult illiteracy F 65%  M 46% F 52%   M 22% F 31%.        M 16%

HIV

Access to Electricity

1.7%

17%

0.5%

23%

0.004%

48%

In labor force

Rural

Total  population

F 65%  M  66%

59%

7.400.000

F 69%     M 71%

87%

8.250.000

F 63%        M 63%

77%

600.000



DHS PHYSICAL VIOLENCE IN SIERRA LEONE [%]

Group FEMALE EVER VIOL FEM 12 mths VIOL MALE EVER VIOL MALE 12mths VIOL

Urban 57 28 57 24

Rural 55 26 52 24

Christian 54 27 58 26

Muslim 56 27 53 23

No education 55 27 51 22

Primary 61 31 56 26

Secondary+ 54 24 56 25

Never Married 47 19 54 26

Married/ 

Ex Married

57

63

29

24

55

45

22

21



DHS SEXUAL VIOLENCE SIERRA LEONE [%]

GROUP FEMALE EVER FEMALE 12 mths MALE EVER MALE 12 mths

Urban 11 5 10 4

Rural 10 5 8 3

Christian 11 4 7 3

Muslim 11 5 9 3

Never married 7 2 7 3

Married 11 6 10 4

X married 14  5 14 3

Cash employment 12 6 9 4

Employ no cash

Not Employed

11

8

5

3

9

6

3

2



FGM 



LIBERIA: VIOLENCE IS NORMAL

• ESTIMATE = 75% OF WOMEN WERE RAPED DURING THE WAR – HOWEVER EXAGGERATED 

THIS IS ANOTHER WORLD

• ESTIMATE = 66 % FGM – MEMBERS OF SANDE

• REPORTED  RAPE 2015     800 RAPES (MOSTLY OF MINORS) REPORTED = 34 CONVICTIONS

• LEGAL POSITION PRESIDENT SIRLEAF V PARLIAMENT



APPOINT WOMEN – MAKE PROGRESS

• THE CASE INVOLVED DISINHERITANCE OF A WIDOW FOR NOT HAVING A MALE CHILD        

• 2012     [ ONYIBOR ANAKWE & ANOR V MRS MARIA NWEKE ].

• THE COURT STRUCK DOWN THE CUSTOM ON THE GROUNDS THAT IT IS “REPUGNANT TO NATURAL JUSTICE, 

EQUITY AND GOOD CONSCIENCE”

• JUSTICE CLARA BATA OGUNBIYI “ THE CUSTOMS AND PRACTICES OF THE AWKA PEOPLE UPON WHICH THE 

APPELLANTS HAVE RELIED FOR THEIR CLAIM IS HEREBY OUTRIGHTLY CONDEMNED IN VERY STRONG TERMS ….. 

IT IS PUNITIVE, UNCIVILIZED AND ONLY INTENDED TO PROTECT THE SELFISH PERPETRATION OF MALE 

DOMINANCE WHICH IS AIMED AT SUPPRESSING THE RIGHT OF THE WOMENFOLK IN THE GIVEN SOCIETY.

• “HIS LORDSHIP (SIC) .. WAS THE 1ST WOMAN JUDGE IN THE NORTH-EASTERN SUB-REGION” SUPREME COURT 

OF BENIN WEB-SITE



UNDERLYING REASON FOR JUDICIAL INTERVENTIONS 
IN NIGERIA

• ‘ ONE CAN THEREFORE SAFELY CONCLUDE THAT THE SINGLE MOST

IMPORTANT FACTOR WHICH HAS RESULTED TO THE CHANGE IN THE

POLICY OF THE SUPREME COURT REGARDING GENDER-BASED

DISCRIMINATORY NATIVE LAW AND CUSTOM RULES OF INHERITANCE IS

THE ELEVATION OF FEMALE JUSTICES TO THE SUPREME COURT AND THE

APPOINTMENT OF A FEMALE AS THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF NIGERIA’.

(AIGBOVO AND EWERE 2015, PAGE 22)



NIGERIA

• UNDER SECTION 55 OF THE PENAL CODE, HUSBANDS ARE PERMITTED TO CHASTISE THEIR

WIVES. HERE, UNDER SUBSECTION 10, “NOTHING IS AN OFFENCE WHICH DOES NOT

AMOUNT TO THE INFLICTION OF GRIEVOUS HARM UPON A PERSON AND WHICH IS DONE

BY A HUSBAND FOR THE PURPOSE OF CORRECTING HIS WIFE...” THUS, UNDER THE PENAL

CODE, A HUSBAND CAN BEAT HIS WIFE INSOFAR IT DOES NOT LEAD TO SERIOUS INJURIES

OR GRIEVOUS HARM. IN ESSENCE, THE PENAL CODE CONDONES DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

AGAINST WOMEN. (EKHATOR 2015)

• BY VIRTUE OF SECTION 127 OF THE POLICE ACT, MARRIED WOMEN ARE PREVENTED FROM

SEEKING ENLISTMENT IN THE NIGERIAN POLICE FORCE. UNDER SECTION 127, WHEN AN

UNMARRIED POLICE WOMAN IS PREGNANT, SHE WOULD BE DISCHARGED FROM THE POLICE

FORCE. SHE CAN ONLY BE RE-INSTATED ON THE APPROVAL OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL OF

POLICE.

• MARITAL RAPE IS NOT A CRIME IN NIGERIA (ARGUABLY, THIS IS NO LONGER THE CASE BY

VIRTUE OF THE VIOLENCE AGAINST PERSONS (PROHIBITION) ACT 2015)



• X

African Women’s Voices for the Post 2015 Development 

Agenda

Strengthen the voices and 
participation of women at 

all levels of decision 
making

Climate change, 
environmental 

sustainability and natural 
resource management 

(extractives)

Financing and 
Partnerships

Women’s Economic Rights  
- value, recognition and 
redistribution of unpaid 
care work & decent work 

& living wage

Women’s equal access to, 
control over and 

ownership of resources

Women’s leadership at the 
centre of peace building 

efforts

Zero tolerance of all 
forms of Sexual and 

Gender Based Violence 
and Discrimination 

Universal access to sexual 
and reproductive health 

and rights









VISIONS OF CHANGE



• THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION

All our collaborative efforts as women are necessary!!!



THE CONSTITUTION OF KENYA

• FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THE 50 YEARS OF KENYA’S INDEPENDENCE, WOMEN’S RIGHTS HAVE 

BEEN RECOGNISED THROUGH THE CONSTITUTION. RECOGNITION OF THE EQUAL RIGHTS OF 

WOMEN AND MEN AS EXPRESSED IN THE CONSTITUTION IS IMPERATIVE TOWARDS ACHIEVING 

FULL EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN. THE RIGHTS ARE VAST AND RANGE FROM THE AREAS OF 

CITIZENSHIP, EQUAL RIGHTS TO OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTY INCLUDING LAND, RIGHT TO 

INHERITANCE, LEADERSHIP AND GOVERNANCE POSITIONS.



Blackmail

Female Genital Mutilation

Honour Killings

Forced Marriage

Acid Attacks

Blood Feuds

Domestic Abuse

HONOUR BASED VIOLENCE/ 
CRIMES OF CONTROL.

http://www.brolliesgalore.co.uk/acatalog/copy_of_Pastel_Rainbow_-_double_skin.html


CULTURAL NORMS

Who is your 

father?

How many relatives 

are you supporting?

As a single woman 

can I live by myself?

Are you under 

pressure to 

maintain a certain 

lifestyle?
Some ethnic groups 

support strong 

women, others are 

threatened by them!

I can be successful 

but not too 

successful?

Do you have 

a son?

WHAT ABOUT 

RELIGIOUS 

NORMS???

HOW DO 

THEY 

ENCOURAGE 

US OR LIMIT 

US?Is it a sign of 

weakness to ask 

for help?

What are the 

expectations of 

my inlaws, 

parents?



FACTS & FIGURES.
IPAS R&E RAPE STUDY IN KANO (2002 – 2006)

 306 rape cases i.e one out of every thirteen gynaecologic presentations at the 

hospital. 

 The age range of survivors was one to forty-five years. Assault was either penile 

(86%) or finger (14%). 

 Results showed that children one to nine years were the most affected (41%) 

followed by those aged 10-14 years (31%). 

 More than one-third (37%) of the survivors presented with sexually transmitted 

infections, while 21% presented with varying degrees of injuries in their genitals. 

Although, almost all (97%) of the survivors received antibiotic prophylaxis, only 

1% received HIV prophylaxis.

 In a similar study that was conducted in Benin City, Nigeria (Olusanya et al), 

48% of rape survivors were less than thirteen years of age.



GENDER RESPONSIVE BUDGETS

• A GENDER RESPONSIVE BUDGET AIMS AT MAINSTREAMING GENDER IN PUBLIC FINANCE. 

GENDER RESPONSIVE BUDGETS ARE NOT SEPARATE BUDGETS FOR WOMEN, BUT INSTEAD 

ARE GENERAL BUDGETS THAT ARE PLANNED, APPROVED, EXECUTED, MONITORED AND 

AUDITED IN A GENDER SENSITIVE WAY.

• GENDER RESPONSIVE BUDGETING IS, THEREFORE, A TOOL TO INCREASE ACCOUNTABILITY, 

PARTICIPATION AND GENDER RESPONSIVENESS IN ECONOMIC GOVERNANCE IN 

NATIONAL AND COUNTY GOVERNMENTS.

• GENDER RESPONSIVE BUDGETING INITIATIVES ARE KNOWN TO IMPROVE DELIVERY AND 

FUNDING OF SERVICES.



AID AGENCIES=FOR THE ELITE

• MALAWIAN SAYING ’A GRASS ROOTS NGO IS A BUREAUCRAT WITH A LETTER HEAD’



PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

• YOU SHOULD FIRST IDENTIFY THE NEEDS OR ISSUES OF YOUR COMMUNITY AND THEN 

ASSEMBLE A GROUP OF CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THOSE NEEDS OR ISSUES. ONCE YOU FORM A 

GROUP, IT SHOULD SEEK TO WORK WITH OTHER LIKE-MINDED GROUPS THROUGH 

PARTNERSHIPS AND NETWORKS. THIS WILL IMPROVE THE OVERALL IMPACT OF YOUR GROUP’S 

WORK. FINALLY, YOUR GROUP AND ITS PARTNERS SHOULD UTILIZE TOOLS AND TACTICS TO 

ENGAGE THE COMMUNITY AND THEN FOLLOW UP WITH CITIZENS TO KEEP THEM INFORMED 

OF THE PROGRESS AND/OR CHALLENGES THEY FACE.


