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Å In 2017, RedR Australia and the Department 

of Foreign Affairs and Trade co-designed a 

new, integrated civilian deployment 

capability: Australia Assists. 

Å Australia Assists forms part of the 

Australian Governmentôs toolkit for 

humanitarian action, alongside AUSMAT, the 

Australian Humanitarian Partnership, the 

Australian Red Cross, and the Australian 

Defence Force.

Å Australia Assists is a 7 year contract 

between the Australian Government and 

RedR Australia and an AUD$82.2 million 

program.



Australia Assists Program Overview

Å MEAL Framework



Our Roster

Å The Roster has 71 skills profiles in 15 broad fields of expertise.

Å Technical specialists selected for the Roster reflect the skills and experience required in the 

multifaceted contexts of preparedness, response, and recovery.



The Rohingya crisis response

Å 40 technical specialists deployed to the Rohingya response

Å 7 United Nations agencies

Å More than 203 deployment months

Å More than 10 sectors, including health, coordination, shelter, WASH, engineering, 

information management, project management, child protection, gender-based violence, and 

communications. 

Å As of December 2018, Coxôs Bazar is hosting 909,235 Rohingya refugees, 740,476 of whom 

arrived after August 2017. (Source: UNHCR)

Å Over 1.2 million people are in need, including refugees and host communities. (Source: 

UNICEF) 
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Dr Regan Potangaroa
Shelter Specialist, UNHCR



Welcome

Integrated WASH Systems into Water Security Frameworks 

Camilla Bachet
UNHCR through RedR Australia 



Integrated WASH systems into water security frameworks



Current Situation

Water 
Å Ground Water
Å Surface Water
Å Collection
Å Treatment 
Å Distribution

Sanitation
Å Collection
Å Transport
Å Treatment



Refugee Camps

WASH interventions aim to assist the host community, as well as the refugees



KTP ïGroundwater



ñQuote textò

Teknaf ïSurface Water



Teknaf ïSurface Water



Water Treatment



Water Storage Tanks



Water Tap Stands / Tube Wells



Latrines in Camps



Wastewater Treatment



Future Water

KPT
Å Research into the groundwater sustainability / volume
Å 140 deep tube wells, with storages and chlorination are allocated to 

agencies to implement ςthis covers the KTPcamps
Å Potential affects to the landand stability of the camps

Teknaf
Å Sourcingmore surface water
Å Creating more storages ςtemporary and/or permanent
Å Increasing the treatment capacity
Å Removing the reliance on water trucking



Future Water

Temporary/permanent future water storages



Water Focus Group Discussions



Future Water



Future Sanitation

PilotSewer Networks
Å 2 x existing camps
Å 1 x new camp
ÅWater volume survey
ÅWater characterisation study

TreatmentPilots
Å OXFAM/UNHCRopened the worlds biggest waste treatment plant in a 

refugee camp
Å Treatment ponds
Å Anaerobic Baffled Reactor (ABR)
ÅWetlands
Å9ǘŎΧΦΦ



Pilot Sewer Networks



Water Quality and Quantity Testing



New Camp - Choukhali

Å ChallengingEnvironment
Å Different topography
Å High groundwater 

level
Å Steep slopes
Å Flood prone area
Å Different shelter 

designs
Å Sewer Network
Å Non-Standard sewer 

design



New Camp - Choukhali



Thank you



Welcome

Disaster Risk Reduction: Building Capacity Towards Landslide Risks 

within a Displaced Population

Marina Claire Drazba
UNHCR through RedR Australia 



Challenges

Natural Hazards

Å Fire

Å Cyclones

Å Flooding

Å Winds

Å Landslides

Å Monsoon Rains

Å Flooding

Å Winds

Å Landslides



Challenges

Anthropogenic Hazards

Å Fire

Å Rapid Urbanization

Å Flooding

Å Landslides

Å Congestion

Å Potential Disease 

Outbreaks

Å Planned/Unplanned Camps

Å Flooding

Å Potential Disease

Å Landslides



Challenges

October 2017

August 2018





Challenges

Physical and Mental

Å Building Materials

Å Bamboo

Å Tarpaulin

Å Mental

Å Education

Å Language

Å Learning Style

Å Teaching Style

Å Gender Norms



Methods: Framework

Awareness

Å Hazards 

Understanding

Å Human Interactions

Å Triggering Mechanisms

Attitude Change

Å Community

Capacity Building

Å Preparedness

Å Mitigation


