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• Broadly stable growth outlook and low inflation.

• Time to raise our ambitions beyond economic growth.

• Need an annual additional investment of 

$1.5 trillion ≈ $1/person/day ≈  5 per cent of  GDP 

to achieve 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

• Requires a shift in mindset –

putting the well-being of  people and the 

planet first!

• These ambitions are largely affordable 

with strong national systems and 

partnership.
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Focusing on growth alone has come at a cost to social 

inclusiveness …

Average income in Asia

1980 = 100

Source: World Inequality database (accessed 
on 31 January 2019)



The region witnessed the sharpest 

increase in premature deaths as a 

result of ambient air pollution 

between 1990 and 2015.

Air Pollution



In 2017, carbon emissions from Asia-

Pacific consumption of oil, gas and coal 

alone rose to nearly 49 per cent of the 

world total.

Climate risk



The Asia Pacific region lost assets 

worth $1.3 trillion as a result of 

floods, storms, droughts, earthquakes 

and tsunamis in 1970-2016.

Climate disasters



Survey 2019 estimates an investment gap of        $1.5 

trillion per year or 5% of  GDP for developing Asia-Pacific 
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… or ≈ $1 per person per day

≈$1 43₵

NO POVERTY & 

ZERO HUNGER

HEALTH AND 

EDUCATION

12₵

SUSTAINABLE 

INFRASTRUCTURE FOR ALL

37₵

CLEAN ENERGY FOR 

ALL

PROTECTION FOR 

NATURE

It’s within reach!



Investing in PEOPLE to realize basic human rights and 

human capacities

• Targeted cash transfer32

317

4
21

158

138

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

Additional investment in
PEOPLE per year

b
il

li
o
n
, 
U

n
it

ed
 S

ta
te

s 
d
o
ll

a
r

• Social protection floor

• Nutrition-specific interventions

• Agricultural productivity

• Universal health coverage

• Universal access to quality 

education



Investing in PLANET to secure our future through clean energy and 

climate action and living in harmony with nature
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• Universal access to 

electricity

• Universal access to clean 

cooking

• Renewable energy

• Energy efficiency

• Biodiversity



Investing in PROSPERITY to improve access to 

infrastructure
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• Transport

• Information and 

communications technology

• Water and sanitation



However, achieving the Goals is NOT JUST

about money

Goals whose achievement depends heavily on other factors (e.g. laws 

and regulations, effectiveness of  national delivery systems and 

institutions) but nevertheless benefit from other SDG investments 



TAKEAWAY MESSAGES
• In the journey towards sustainable development,

Prioritize ambitions beyond economic growth and 

invest in people and the planet first.

• The ticket is affordable

at an additional $1.5 trillion per year ≈ $1/person/day.

• …if we harness synergies through integrated approaches…

… and strengthen national delivery systems and 

institutions, and development partnership to ensure NO 

ONE IS LEFT BEHIND!



For a future that 

we want!

Please visit 

www.unescap.org/publications/econ

omic-and-social-survey-asia-and-

pacific-2019


