
“There will also be bad sides”

A community perspective on labour
mobility and development

Rachel E. Smith

University of Cambridge





“Thanks to those who have made 
development with your houses, and the 

things that make us see that now this place 
is developing. Everyone on the island hears 

about it, and can see it. ” (Chairman)



“There have been big changes- 'good houses', 
solar lights- we no longer have the same 

living standards as before.” (Migrant)



“We want to give back to our community and help 
others who don’t get the chance to travel...”



“Sometimes we feel like slaves…” 
(RSE worker)



“We stay home as “slaves” working 
free for the community” (Village Chief)



“There is a bad side to the scheme; 
especially for the family (extramarital 

affairs), which happen a lot.” 



“When they go [to NZ] too often, 
they lose interest in making 
gardens”



“In the past, the ancestors were ‘good’ and 
would give land. But now, maybe because 
of ‘Western thinking’, people want money” 



Conclusions


