
Building together:
Seven principles for engaging civil society to deliver resilient, inclusive 
and sustainable infrastructure in the Pacific region



What is civil society?



Infrastructure in the Pacific: 
current trends

Context: 
Changing geopolitics of the Pacific Ocean
Significant scale up of infrastructure spending – including 
bilateral and loans support for infrastructure
Global agreements & UN conventions provide guidance on 
high quality infrastructure – translation into national and 
regional policy
No doubting there are considerable infrastructure needs in 
the Pacific region
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An emphasis on high quality 
infrastructure

“The Pacific has significant unmet 
demand for high-quality infrastructure 
that will help boost living standards” 

Hon. Marise Payne

“We are stepping up our ability to help 
deliver well-planned, well-built and well-

maintained infrastructure” 
Hon. Simon BirminghamPhoto: Lev Radin

Shutterstock



Important time to ask…. 

What does high quality infrastructure look 
like?

What is civil society’s role in infrastructure 
development? 



The research team



Methods

50+ participants

17 case studies

170+ papers, 
reports, articles



Building urban infrastructure in Port Vila

Port Vila’s sea front: 
the heart of 

Vanuatu’s island 
capital

“My business has grown 30 percent since I relocated. I sit here 
every day and I count my blessing. We will love and treasure this 

building, and the whole waterfront development.” 
Mama Cherol, Local stall operator



Inclusive and accessible infrastructure is
everybody’s business

“The World Bank project 
allowed our organisation to 
conduct accessibility 
access audit of public 
facilities to ensure 
accessibility for all.”

Mataafa Fa’atino Utumapu, 
Manager, NOLA 
(Samoa’s Disabled People’s 
Organisation) Photo: World Bank



Civil society roles in infrastructure
Summary

PACIFIC REGIONAL - Research and training
- Convene infrastructure practitioners
- Consult on regional infrastructure policy and standards

NATIONAL POLICY 
AND SYSTEMS

- Submissions on infrastructure policy and proposals 
- Prioritisation of infrastructure
- Awareness raising and coalitions
- Safeguards and standards 

PROJECT level - Engage in project steering groups
- Support to undertake community consultations 
- Build/monitor infrastructure

COMMUNITY level - Community led infrastructure – design, implement, maintain
- Transparency and accountability



Collaborative 
infrastructure 
governance



From 
infrastructure 
‘outputs’ to 

development 
‘outcomes’



#BuildingTogether

@RDINetwork rdi@acfid.asn.au

https://rdinetwork.org.au/

LinkedIn: RDI Network

mailto:rdi@acfid.asn.au
https://rdinetwork.org.au/
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