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CHILD FOCUSED AID
Article 4

States Parties shall undertake all appropriate legislative, administrative, 
and other measures for the implementation of the rights recognized in the 
present Convention. With regard to economic, social and cultural rights, 
States Parties shall undertake such measures to the maximum extent of 
their available resources and, where needed, within the framework of 
international co-operation.

United Nations Convection on the Rights of the Child



What is it?
• A way of working that recognises children as 

equal citizens and partners in development 
• An intentional consistent accounting for 

children; tracking resource allocations spent 
on children and measuring impact made for 
children

• A method, framework and way of thinking 
that puts children at the centre of 
development drawing from the principles of 
the CRC



Why children?

• Approximately 387 million, or 
19.5% of the world’s children live 
in extreme poverty, compared to 
9.2% of adults. 

• the foundation and building blocks 
of a person’s life are laid in the first 
1,000 days of life

• have the right to be heard and 
listened to

• have the right to be protected.



Child focused aid? 
Examples?
• Germany – child focused approach
• Sweden – human rights approach with special 

consideration of children

• Finland – Human rights with special guidance on children
• Canada – CIDA, feminist approach

• Japan – under consideration with advice from civil society 
including World Vision

• South Korea – under consideration with advice from civil 
society including World Vision



Measuring impact of child focused 
aid

World Vision’s Child Wellbeing Aspirations linked to the 4 pillars of the CRC

• Non 
discrimination 
(CRC Article 2)

• Participation

• Survival & 
development

• Best interest 
of the child

Educated for 
life Good health

Experience 
Love

Protected & 
participating



CHILD FOCUSED AID
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UNCRC: 
Article 12

1. States Parties shall assure to the child who 
is capable of forming his or her own views 
the right to express those views freely in all 
matters affecting the child, the views of the 
child being given due weight in accordance 
with the age and maturity of the child.

2. For this purpose, the child shall in 
particular be provided the opportunity to be 
heard in any judicial and administrative 
proceedings affecting the child, either 
directly, or through a representative or an 
appropriate body, in a manner consistent 
with the procedural rules of national law.



CHILD FOCUSED AID
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CHILD FOCUSED AID: 
RETHINKING THE FORMATIVE 

YEARS
• Need to prioritise not just early childhood but young people (youth / 

adolescents)
• Rationale. Triple Dividend investment - three good reasons:  invest 

for now, for the future and for the next generation (source: Lancet 
Commission).  

• Historical commentary: rationale and evidence for investing now.
• Developmental vs contextual considerations.
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Ending Violence 
Against Children 
(EVAC)  in Pacific 
and Timor Leste



Determining the scale of violence in the 
Pacific and Timor-Leste is complicated

Minimal evidence on the 
scale and impact of 

violence against children 
in the region.

NO systematic tracking 
mechanism to identify 

what spending is targeted 
at ending violence against 

children (EVAC).



The
Report
Child Rights INGO’s 
joined forces through 
the Australian EVAC 
coalition 

Developed a joint 
agency report on 
EVAC in the Pacific 
and Timor Leste



Scale of Violence



Solomon Islands: 
• 72% of children received some 

form of violent discipline 

Timor – Leste:
• Over 30% of women aged 15 

and over had experienced 
intimate partner, physical 
and/or sexual violence 

Papua New Guinea:
• 70% of children reported 

feeling scared and in pain in 
their community

Fiji
• 72% of the child population 

experience violent discipline in 
the home

Scale of Violence
Level of violent disciple in the home is high across the region 
ranging between 70-87% 



Drivers of Violence

• Concept of Family: including 
adopted children

• Economic Environment and 
Poverty

• Weak institutional Systems and 
Governance



• Normalisation of Violence in the home and community
• Gender norms and intergenerational violence – link between 

VAC and VAW

Drivers of Violence



Human Cost of Violence

“When the child is not being treated well by their parents at 
home and when they go to school, their leaning will be 

slow” Morobe, PNG Teacher



• Physical and Psychological
health problems

• Cognitive impairment and 
development

• Risky Behaviour

• Emotional and Behavioural 
Consequences

Human Cost of Violence



• Counting Pennies – shows 
that 0.6% of total ODA in 
2015 went towards EVAC, 
and only 0.1% to EVAC 
specific work

• DFID Funding to EVAC is 
0.86% of ODA

• Small Island Developing 
Nations are much less 
visible globally. 

EVAC prioritisation in Aid 
Programs



Total Australian Government Expenditure on 
EVAC (specific):

• Australia is the largest donor of ODA to EVAC 
projects in the region (specific and related)

• Of the over $1bn in total Australian ODA 
expenditure in 2017, only $1.1 million or 0.1% 
was spent on EVAC specific programs

EVAC prioritisation in Aid Programs
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