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Looking at donors’ prioritization of gender equality…
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Main questions

1. How are the governments of OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC) 
donor countries prioritizing gender equality in their development policy? 

2. How much official development assistance (ODA) do they give? 

3. What kind of projects are they funding?

Scope

1. Aggregate analysis for all 29 OECD donors

2. Detailed analysis of six donors: US, Germany, EU, UK, Sweden, Canada



… based on OECD DAC data

Methodology

Based on OECD DAC gender marker, recording three possible scores:

1. Principal: gender equality is the main objective of the 
project/program

2. Significant: gender equality is an important and deliberate, but not 
the main, objective of the project/program

3. Not targeted: project/program does not target gender equality
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Donors’ overall spending has increased….
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• US$39 billion spent by DAC 
donors on gender-equality related 
projects (2017)

• 6% increase over 2016, doubling 
compared to 2009 levels. 

• Increases in share of total ODA to 
gender-equality: from 27% to 35%
(2009-2017)

Bilateral ODA with focus on gender equality, all DAC donors
US$ billions

Source: OECD DAC Aid projects targeting gender equality and women’s empowerment 
(CRS) ‘. Gross disbursements, in constant US$ (2017 prices). Percentage calculated over 
total bilateral allocable ODA. 
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… but overall growth hides stagnation of ‘principal’ funding

2009
13%

91%

31.7

2015
9%

87%

12%

2010 2014

87%
86%

13% 14%

2011

84%

16%

2012

15%

85%

20162013

25.8

84%

16%

87%

13%

88%

2017

19.7
22.1 23.3

26.9
30.5

36.8
39.0

Funding for gender equality as a significant goal
Funding for gender equality as a principal goal

• Increases driven by projects that 
integrate gender equality as one of 
multiple project goals

• -5% in funding for projects with 
gender as ‘principal’ goal 
between 2016 and 2017 (from 
US$4.9 billion to US$4.7 billion)

Bilateral ODA with focus on gender equality, all DAC donors 
US$ billions

Source: ibid. 6



Donors vary widely in their gender focus; Australia is slightly above average

Percentage of bilateral ODA with focus on gender equality, top 15 DAC donors, 2017

Principal project goal only

Source: ibid.
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Gender equality as significant or principal project goal



Four donors provide 60% of funding; Australia spends about US$1bn per year

Belgium

United States
Germany

Japan

EU Institutions
United Kingdom

0.3

0.6

Sweden

Netherlands

5.5

Australia
France
Norway

0.2

Switzerland
0.8

Denmark

6.5

Canada

Ireland
Spain

1.1

Finland
Korea

New Zealand

6.0
5.6

3.1
2.4

1.9
1.3

0.4

1.0

0.6

0.5

0.3

0.3
0.2

Italy

Bilateral ODA with focus on gender equality, top 20 DAC donors, 2017
US$ billions
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Australia’s funding for gender equality is on a downwards trend
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Bilateral ODA with focus on gender equality, 2015-2017
US$ millions

Not screened or targeted Principal goalSignificant goal

Total 
US$6.5 
billion

Bilateral ODA for gender equality by sector, 2017
US$ millions

• Australia reported that 49% of its ODA 
activities in 2017 were ‘gender-
focused’ (down from 63% in 2016)

• ‘Gender-focused’ ODA decreased by 
22% from US$1.4bn in 2016 to 
US$1.1bn in 2017

• Half of gender-focused funding goes 
to five sectors only
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Other Total 
US$1.1 
billion 

9Source: ibid. *incl. forestry, fishing and rural development



Want to stay engaged?
 Visit Donor Tracker at www.donortracker.org

 Sign up for our weekly digest & newsletter

 Follow us on Twitter: @DonorTracker

For further enquiries, contact us:

Raimund Zühr (rzuehr@seekdevelopment.org)
Cora Lüdemann (cluedemann@seekdevelopment.org) 

www.seekdevelopment.org

Questions?

http://www.donortracker.org/
https://donortracker.org/user/register
https://donortracker.org/user/register
https://twitter.com/DonorTracker
mailto:rzuehr@seekdevelopment.org
mailto:cluedemann@seekdevelopment.org
http://www.seekdevelopment.org/
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